Notes from Episode 4 – WO Willy MacDonald
http://vimeo.com/17083498 
Caption: WO Willy MacDonald of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry complete 3 tours in Bosnia, 1 in Kosovo and 1 in Afghanistan. Willy was decorated for his actions in Afghanistan while under fire. He was also the first non-commissioned officer to be awarded the prestigious Vimy Award. Willy will recount the events he experienced in all his tours including the event that won him his decoration in Afghanistan.  

- Joined CF Feb 1990 in Regina, SK as reservist in “Regina Rifles”

- PPCLI – Balkans/Afghanistan

- Transferred to regular force in 1994
- Been with PPCLI since 1994
- Posted to Calgary 1994-1997
- Edmonton 1997

- Went to Bosnia right after

- Went to Wainwright for 3 years in 2006 after returning from Afghanistan
- Then returned to Edmonton 
- Bosnia was first deployment

First tour in Bosnia 1994

- With the UN, blue berets
- 1 language assistant per company, didn’t communicate with the people
- Visoko, Bosnia (first camp he stayed at) 
- “Bosnia is a beautiful country and you know it’s a shame to see that kind of destruction.” – MacDonald
- “I was just young and I was just you know really happy to be part of the big adventure. I was excited.” – MacDonald
- First thing he remembers was aircraft fire directed at Sarajevo and watched the belligerents fire down on the city

- “It’s something that’s real that’s happening. It’s not a movie; it’s not something that’s been fabricated.” - MacDonald 
- Been back to Bosnia twice since 1994

Second tour in Bosnia 1997
- Really quiet, really easy
- CPL at the time
- Turret gunner in a Grizzly
- Learned about political system, it was different than first

Kosovo 1999
- A real exciting adventure
- MCPL at the time
- Section 2IC
- Wasn’t a whole lot of training
- What you’d expect in a deployment
- “As you develop in rank, you develop also more of a need to understand what’s going on and understand the different issues and understand the different parties that are involved in the conflict in order to really be successful. As a private, you’re just doing a job; you’re not really required to know that.” – MacDonald
- The edge of danger that kept you going
- Russia was involved, they were a part of K4 which created volatile situation
- They took over the airport (Russians) and there was a lot of speculation they had hidden equipment for the Serbs
- Differences between Serb and Muslim population were that Serbs were “proud people” and did things for themselves. The Muslims that they dealt with wouldn’t do anything for themselves and wanted military to do everything for them.
- MacDonald says the role wasn’t clearly defined. Humanitarian? Keeping combatants apart? Says it was fuzzy
- Serbs were “painted with a bad brush” 
- Muslims were extremely difficult to deal with, all about getting something free from somebody and not about taking care of each other 
- Good tour, home before Christmas

Third tour in Bosnia 2003
- SGT 
- Section Commander
- Wasn’t a whole lot of ethic tension, not like 1994

- Model of a Chapter 7 mission
- Bosnia was a stable place
- Infrastructure based mission, working towards improving infrastructure for the people
- Rewarding, felt like they helped people
- “At least you can try and alleviate some of the problems that they do face. It was rewarding that way because we really felt like we did some good and helped some people out.” – MacDonald


Afghanistan
- Pinnacle of his career in the military
- The best time and worst time he had
- Knew country was volatile and knew people had lost their lives
- Reconnaissance Platoon 
- First few months, anticlimactic 
- Picked up when they went to Panjwai “stirring up a hornet’s nest, kicking up a bee hive”
- “Everywhere we went we were getting into battles.” – MacDonald
- Very hot summer. 50 to 60 degrees Celsius
- Afghani civilians are good people he says
- Afghanistan has electricity, water, vehicles, all the contemporary things in 20th century. In small villages there may not be electricity 
- Taliban have kept them in the dark. 
- “The Taliban doesn’t want the kids to be educated because education equals freedom and education also equals them understanding exactly what the Taliban is doing so they can’t exercise that control over them anymore.” – MacDonald
- The normal Afghan person is a good person. 
- They just want peace and they want to enjoy their life and raise their children, have a few dollars in their pocket to buy food and coffee and tea, chai tea and that’s it. They don’t want anything fancy. The one thing they want the most is the one thing that’s the hardest to give to them and that’s their peace.” – MacDonald 
- Traditions the Afghanistan people have been following for years are hard to change and we shouldn’t try to change them. Focus is to westernize Afghanistan and make life better for them


3 August 2006
- Most frightening time in service 
- In Afghanistan
- He thought he wasn’t going to make it and resigned himself to the fact that he was going to die there

- They were securing pieces of key terrain and ground within Panjwai to hand it over to RCR’s smoothly
- One of the vehicles hit an IED. Before that there was a firefight
- CPL Chris Reid was killed by that IED. 
- Another vehicle hit another IED
- Decided to do a dismounted attack on a school, do an assault at around noon. As soon as they started moving, they came under fire. All the supporting Afghan police ran away. Approx 14 Canadians left to conduct assault. Commander told them to proceed. There was 150 m of open terrain before reaching school. Pte Kevin Dallaire got shot in stomach. By the time they reached school, troops were messed up by the heat. When enemy saw Canadians had a casualty, they started to “unmask their real numbers” 150-200 fighters, Al Qaeda. They were hit by a RPG or a recoilless rifle round fired and devastated an entire area killing Pte Kevin Dallaire and Cpl Bryce Keller and wounded Sgt Vaughn Ingham and he didn’t last much longer after he got hit .Enemy then fired rockets and machine guns and rifles. Luckily Canadians had C6 machine gun, set up perimeter and do damage to enemy. Also they were doing first aid at the same time. 
- He thought he was going to die. “This is the end of the road for Willy.” - MacDonald  
- Was decorated for this event. 
- “Fear is a great motivator.” – MacDonald
- “I certainly wouldn’t have imagined doing the things that I did if I wasn’t scared, if I wasn’t worried about not only my own life but the lives of my buddies that were still left.” – MacDonald

- “War is ugly but it’s also one of those things that is potentially a necessity when all else fails.” – MacDonald 
- “Unfortunately war happens. That’s why we have armies, that’s why we have navies, that’s why we have air forces. We know that war is something that is very potentially going to happen.” – MacDonald 
- “It’s tiring, it’s exhausting. If you want to know every single emotion that you can go through then go to war because you’ll know. It does change you, war does change people. But I’ve seen the good things that have come from nations going to war. I’ve seen the bad things that are a by product of nations going to war.” – MacDonald 

2009
- Received Vimy Award, given to Canadian who has made a significant and outstanding contribution to the defense and security of Canada. Only one is presented each year. He was the first NCM to receive it. 

