Type of Article: Feature
Title: Canadian Soldier’s Good Work Helps Foster Education for Afghan Kids
Author: Bill Graveland
Publication: MacLean’s
Place of Publication: Unknown
Date of Publication: September 15, 2009
URL: 
http://www.macleans.ca/education/wire/article.jsp?content=n152764223
Synopsis: Graveland writes about the Sayad Pacha school in Kandahar, Afghanistan, which has been set up by a group of Canadian soldiers and civilians. The article conjures up, in some details, cliched images of a traumatized, war-torn country struggling to be civilized. The writer states that the school is open to girls and goes on to remind us of the restrictions faced by women in Afghan society. 

 However, unlike many commentators on the subject, Graveland acknowledges the enormous role played in the country’s devastation by the Soviet invasion. In other commentaries on Afghanistan, the reader is often led to conclude that Afghanistan’s devastation has been caused by the nature of its society and culture.
Quotes: 
“The open courtyard, where a shiny new hand pump and drinking well are on display, is surrounded by classrooms and hallways that echo with the sounds of children learning - a rarity in a dirt-poor country scarred by constant conflict.”

“Sayad Pacha hosts some 520 students, a significant percentage of which are young women - a rarity in many areas of ultra-conservative southern Afghanistan, the spiritual home of the Taliban.”

“The gravel-strewn school yard, surrounded by chain-link fence and topped with razor-sharp barbed wire, doesn't look like much, but it's the product of years of backbreaking work: it had to be cleared of countless landmines, a legacy of the Soviet occupation of the 1980s.”

”
Type of Article: Report
Title: Comrades Bid Farewell to Soldier Found Dead at Afghan Base
Author: Brian Hutchinson
Publication: Calgary Herald
Place of Publication: Calgary
Date of Publication: April 24, 2009
URL: http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Canadian+soldier+found+dead+Afghan+base/1528743/story.html
L:
Synopsis: A report on the death of Michelle Mendes, who died mysteriously in her sleeping quarters in Kandahar. The writer quotes a newspaper interview involving her mother and soldiers and describes other such mysterious deaths, one of which was eventually declared a suicide while the cause of the other remains to be disclosed.
The writer suggests the possibility of post-traumatic stress being commonplace in the Canadian army.

.

Quotes:  “In August, 2007, Maj. Raymond Ruckpaul, 41, died from a gunshot wound to the head sustained in his quarters in Kabul. His death was eventually declared a suicide.”
“In July 2008, the body of Cpl. Brendan Downey, 36, was discovered in the living quarters at Camp Mirage, a military base in the Persian Gulf that Canadian troops use as a staging area before deployment to Afghanistan. The nature of his death was not disclosed.”
“It is also well known many Canadian soldiers suffer from post-traumatic stress related to their deployment to Afghanistan and other theatres of conflict.”
“Figures released last year by Veterans Affairs Canada indicate more than 25 per cent of the 1,300 soldiers who had already served in this country described some symptoms of the disorder.”
“Canadian Forces officials have not said Maj. Mendes took her own life offering only that she died from a non-battle injury that did not involve enemy action.”
Type of Article: News Feature
Title: Female Intelligence Specialist Found Dead at Kandahar Air Field
Author: Jessica Leeder
Publication: The Globe and Mail
Place of Publication: Unknown
Date of Publication: April 24, 2009
URL: http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20090424.wafghandead0424_1/BNStory/International/
Synopsis: Leeder uses the death of Michelle Mendes, the psychological challenges facing Canadian soldiers in Afghanistan. Interviewing members of the community in which she grew up, Leeder establishes the case that Mendes was brilliant, ambitious, and undaunted by the prospect of serving in Afghanistan. In spite of this, she writes, she returned home abruptly during her first tour of duty.
Leeder mentions other such mysterious “non-combat deaths” of soldiers in Afghanistan suggesting the possibility that this theatre of war is particularly burdensome for Canadian soldiers.

Quotes: 
“Padre Belanger's address did parse some of the secrecy surrounding Major Mendes, who has been painted as a hard-working, ambitious soldier.”

“She always strove to do her best and was respected for her professional knowledge and work ethic,” the padre said. “We would often see her with highlighter markings on her face after a late night of study because she had a tendency to fall asleep in her books. The world will be an emptier place without her presence.”

“Major Mendes was remembered by her nickname, “Mic,” as someone who “always tried to make life pleasant for those around her,” according to the padre. She was known for her home-baked cookies, thoughtful cards and friendly support.”

“The fact that Canada's war in Afghanistan is taking an increasing toll on the mental health of soldiers serving here has not gone unnoticed in Ottawa of late.”

“In a statement released Friday, Canada's Governor-General, Michaëlle Jean, noted that soldiers in Afghanistan are “put to the test both physically and psychologically.”

Type of Article: Feature
Title: In Harm’s Way
Author: John Geddes
Publication: MacLean’s
Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: October 13, 2003
URL: http://www.macleans.ca/world/global/article.jsp?content=20031013_66965_66965
Synopsis: Geddes uses the deaths ot two soldiers of the Royal Canadian Regiment, 3rd Battalion to examine the demanding conditions in which Canadian soldiers in Afghanistan operate. This article is particularly revealing because of the use of language evoking the frontier imagery of the wild west. There are constant reminders of the lack of infrastructure and the backwardness and the rugged nature of the troops posted in Afghanistan.
An example of this is a quote by Major General Andrew Leslie, the top ranking soldier of the regiment that they are in “Bad Guy Country.”

Quotes: 
“The road they died on could hardly even be called one. Maj.-Gen. Andrew Leslie, the top-ranking officer of the Canadian task force in Kabul, said it was really more of a "sandy track" that his troops were patrolling in the hills just outside Afghanistan's capital when their jeep-like Iltis vehicle was blown up by what appears to have been a powerful land mine. "Bad-guy country," Leslie laconically called the area where it happened -- and there can be little doubt about that assessment.”
“But there will be no cutting and running. "The Taliban and al-Qaeda want us to retreat to our camps or run away," Leslie said. "And neither, of course, is an option for our soldiers." The imperative to stay put, though, goes well beyond a soldier's honour.”
“Hampson points to the absence of "rudimentary elements of civil society" inside Afghanistan, and, along its borders, unhelpful neighbours, like Pakistan and Iran, willing to exploit its instability. So far, he says, there is no sign of a big enough Western commitment of military might and economic aid to overcome those daunting obstacles.”
“From the troops on the ground, as last week's tragedy showed, what's needed is all that, and bravery too.”
Type of Article: Feature/Reprint
Title: Major Michelle Knight Mendes chose her military career with purpose
Author: Cecilia Nasmith
Publication: The Recorder and Times (Originally Colborne Chronicle)
Place of Publication: Brockville, Ontario 
Date of Publication: August  31, 2006
URL: http://www.recorder.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1538845
Synopsis: This is a story about Major Michelle Mendes when she had just been shipped off to Afghanistan. This story is particularly interesting because it indicates the media interest that existed in Mendes even before she died. Many of the same details of her life and dwelt on that would be eventually mentioned after her death—her focus, intensity, worldliness, intelligence, ambition and, importantly, courage. Her mother is frequently quoted on her concerns about Afghanistan, relief about her daughter’s predominantly computer-based job, pride at her daughter’s achievements and confidence that Michelle will rise to the top.
The coverage of Michelle Mendes in this article is consistent with the coverage that followed her death. Throughout, she emerges as an intelligent, worldly, brave, and thoughtful woman who manages to move ahead in a man’s world. And yet, she is often revealed to be feminine.
Quotes:

   “Michelle was one of the soldiers interviewed at CFB Trenton, and her mother Dianne Knight is not surprised her film clip was the one selected - her daughter has no fear of public speaking, or of almost anything else.”

"It's kind of ironic that, having learned the Portuguese spoken in Brazil, Michelle would end up marrying a Portuguese man."

    "His family just loves her, because she can speak so well," Mrs. Knight said. "They say if you don't use it, you lose it - well, she uses it all the time."

    "In fact, she added, Michelle is also fluent in French.

    Unlike some RMC students, Michelle wants an entire career in the army that extends beyond her obligatory military stint. She had planned to go into the infantry, but changed her mind and opted for intelligence - a perfect choice, her mother declared."

    "I was thrilled," she said. "It's right up her alley. She spends the majority of her time reading and analyzing things, and she's so good at it.

    "She always loved to read and keep up on current events. When she was little, she'd have a book in every room in the house. And she is the only one ever who could do laps in the pool while she was reading!"
Type of Article: Report
Title: Military probes death of major
Author: Allan Woods
Publication: The Toronto Star
Place of Publication: Toronto
Date of Publication: April 25, 2009
URL: http://www.thestar.com/News/Canada/article/624330
Synopsis: Another report on the death of Michelle Mendes. The picture painted of Major Mendes is consistent with the other reports—that Mendes was brilliant and ambitious with a bright future, while at the same time being respectable, religious (churchgoing), and feminine (she’d bake pies).
Quotes: 
“The military will be looking to determine whether Mendes's death was an accident or suicide, said Alain Pellerin, executive director of the Conference of Defence Associations, who stressed he had no inside information on her death. "It's strange because she went to military college. She had a great career in front of her."
Mendes was an accomplished soldier. She was a scholar of war, earning a master's degree in conflict analysis and resolution at Ottawa's Carleton University in 2003 that she used in her work on counterterrorism as a military intelligence officer. But she was also a thoughtful, churchgoing girl from small-town Ontario.
"One of the things she used to do was she'd bake pies and bring them into the school for students and faculty and sports staff," said Fenn Hampson, director of Carleton's Norman Patterson School of International Affairs. "Everyone around here, I think, is both shocked and saddened by what we've heard. She was a very gifted student and also a very popular one."
Type of Article: Feature

Title: Putting a Female Face on the Military
Author: Adnan Khan
Publication: MacLean’s

Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: October 13, 2003
URL: http://www.macleans.ca/world/global/article.jsp?content=20031013_66970_66970

Synopsis: This an article about Master Cpl Renee Russell, a reservist from Barrie, Ontario, stationed in Afghanistan. When looked at in the context of coverage of women in the armed forces in Afghanistan, it offers an interesting contrast to coverage of Michelle Mendes. In the case of Mendes an interesting archetype was created—that of an ambitious, intelligent woman who could retain her traditionalism and femininity. 
Russell, on the other hand, is “not a dress-up kind of girl” who would rather play football with the boys than put on a dress.” Russell herself admits that she doesn’t own a dress. The article implies that Russell needs not to be tough in a masculine sense in order to survive and flourish in a male-dominated army as well as a conservative misogynist society. 

She must be strong in the masculine sense of the term to help a backward, impoverished, devastated society as well as ward off men who frequently propose to her.

Quotes: 
“Sgt. Mark Miller has seen her tough side. "Renee's not a dress-up kind of girl," he says. "She'd rather play football with the boys than put on a dress. She can handle herself." In fact, laughs Russell, "I don't even own a dress."
“So far, her unit has rebuilt schools and bridges, and dug wells. By working closely with the community, Russell's group also hopes to create an atmosphere of goodwill. "We've already had some success," she says. "We were approached by children who kept saying, 'Mine, mine.' So we followed them and they brought us to an unexploded ordnance. That sort of thing is exactly what we want."
“Most Afghans have never seen a female soldier; some of the men have been so taken by her that they have proposed. "I was standing guard when a van drove by filled with men," Russell recalls. "It stopped and 12 guys poured out. One that spoke English started asking me, 'Do you have a family? Do you have brothers?' And then, of course, 'Are you married?' I said no and right away he asked me to marry him."
“Putting a female face on the military can sometimes help in the work the Canadian troops are doing. In a suburb of Kabul, Russell displays her skills when an old woman hesitantly peers from her crumbling house at a menacing group of soldiers. It's Russell who approaches, gently coaxing her out. Some questions are resolved about the state of the village's water supply and its mosque -- another rebuilding project. "We have to be careful about giving these people false hopes," says Russell afterwards. "It doesn't help us if we come here and then nothing happens." That's a heavy responsibility for soldiers such as Russell -- and for the governments they represent.”
