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Author: Lord Robertson, Secretary General of NATO
Publication: Canadian Military Journal
Place of Publication: Unknown
Date of Publication: Spring 2000
URL: http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vo1/no1/doc/5-10-eng.pdf
Synopsis: Even though the author is British, this article is relevant because a). it was published in a Canadian journal and b). it gives insights into Anglophone attitudes towards nation building and peacekeeping.
While the article is an overall assessment of peacekeeping operations in the Balkan peninsula, it does provide a variety of rich insights into the attitudes of the peacekeeping forces, Canada included.
Lord Robertson blames the disintegration of Yugoslavia on the “darkest elements of Europe’s past: ethnic nationalism, often based on paranoid national mythologies.” He goes on to say that “In Yugoslavia, it would seem, time had truly stood still.”
In continuing his assessment, he goes on to write that “While strongmen in Bosnia and Yugoslavia promoted ethnic hatred and xenophobia, newly independent states across Central and Eastern Europe have embraced the common values of peace, liberty, tolerance, and human rights.”

These assessments are interesting, especially when compared with prevailing attitudes towards Afghanistan. It is revealing, particularly that while the Afghan conflict has been unanimously attributed to primitive tribalism, the peacemakers are willing to attribute the troubles in Bosnia, a European Muslim state, to something deeper, more “civilized”—paranoid national mythologies.

Further, there is almost an irritation in Lord Robertson’s tone at the inability of the peoples of the Balkans to adopt the very same common values mentioned above—values that should come easily to a civilized society.

This is the tone adopted throughout the article, as is reflected in some of the quotes below.

Quote: “The slow disintegration of Yugoslavia throughout the past decade embodied so many of the darkest elements of Europe’s past: ethnic nationalism, often based on paranoid national mythologies.”
“While strongmen in Bosnia and Yugoslavia promoted ethnic hatred and xenophobia, newly independent states across Central and Eastern Europe have embraced the common values of peace, liberty, tolerance and human rights.”
“But these conflicts also had to be stopped because they represented a challenge to the progress being made right across the Euro-Atlantic area in building a true community of shared values, shared responsibility and shared prosperity.”
Type of Article: Opinion Piece
Title: Canada Will Not Abandon Afghanistan
Author: Lewis MacKenzie, retd. Major General, UN Peacekeeping Forces in Sarajevo
Publication: The Toronto Star

Place of Publication: Toronto

Date of Publication: September 5, 2009

URL: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/canada-will-not-abandon-afghanistan/article1249819/
Synopsis: Largely an argument in favour of keeping Canadian forces in Afghanistan, the author’s reasons for staying the course revolve around keeping the Afghans from sliding back into the dark ages.
Quote: “How about a real insult to Canada's disproportionate contribution to the international community's bid to keep Afghanistan from sliding back to the Dark Ages?”
Type of Article: Feature
Title: Children Born of Rape Come of Age in Bosnia
Author: Doug Saunders
Publication: The Globe and Mail
Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: April 5, 2009
URL: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/archives/children-born-of-rape-come-of-age-in-bosnia/article815852/
Synopsis: This is a feature story about children born to Bosnian women raped by Serbian paramilitaries.
Like Lord Robertson, Saunders makes an attempt to understand the deeper reasons behind the rape and concludes that they were all motivated by ethnic hatred stemming from a deeper sense of ethnic identity. Again, this is an interesting contrast to the “primitive” tribalism that is usually considered to be the root of the conflict in Afghanistan.

.
Quotes:  “Most of the sticking points involve ethnic identity. Before the war, when Bosnia was part of Yugoslavia, the three ethnic groups lived close together, and a significant percentage of young people here considered themselves simply "Bosnian." The three groups share a language, a culture and an appearance; the Bosnian Muslims are mostly non-religious, so faith didn't divide people.”
Type of Article: Opinion
Title: Tribalism triumphs in Afghanistan
Author: Irshad Manji
Publication: The Globe and Mail
Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: April 14, 2009

URL:http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20090413.wcoafghan14/BNStory/International/IRSHAD%2BMANJI/
Synopsis: Another critique, by a prominent Muslim feminist, of the powerlessness of the Hamid Karzai government to prevent the establishment of harsh Islamic laws in Afghanistan.
Like many other commentators in Afghanistan, Manji doesn’t go beyond the clichés—tribal codes of honour based on vengeance and retribution. She does not make any reference to the fact that Afghanistan was a civil, urbanized society of many ethnicities prior to the Soviet invasion. She also ignores the inter-ethnic conflicts between the Pashtuns and the other cultures within Afghanistan.
Finally, like other commentators on Afghanistan, she assumes that these problems were always present in the country and were not, in any way, caused by outsiders (Pakistan under Zia-ul-Haq, the US under Reagan).
Quotes: “Culture is among the most obstinate forces anywhere. In societies influenced by Arab culture, a massive motivator of action is asabiyya or tribal solidarity.

This analysis originated with the Muslim intellectual Ibn Khaldun, sometimes known as the father of modern sociology. He studied how Muslim peoples evolve, especially in environments that are arid, remote, or, in the case of Afghanistan, mountainous. Where the land is harsh, there's virtually no division of labour. Human survival depends on bonds of kinship, and those bonds can easily degenerate into feelings of group superiority.

Now what happens when tribes compete for superiority? You get a cycle of vendetta and countervendetta. In the end, warlords could be more legitimate than any democratically elected parliament - more legitimate because they're more authentic to the Afghan experience.”
