Type of Article: Opinion Piece
Title: Despite the Horrors, Afghan Fight has Merit
Author: James Travers
Publication: The Toronto Star
Place of Publication: Toronto
Date of Publication: September 10, 2009
URL: http://www.thestar.ca/article/693445
Synopsis: Travers writes of the Afghan mission as a steeply rising learning curve for Canada and its allies. He calls the mission a dismal failure due to its inability to transform Afghanistan into a functioning democracy and market economy.
He categorically describes the Western mission as the introduction of new values in what he considers a feudal society.

Quote: “Worse, even this unsatisfactory end to the Afghanistan campaign is a consequence of unsavoury alliances as well as the tactical suspension of values Western troops are there to seed.”

“Dreams of fashioning a model democracy out of a feudal society have become, predictably enough, the recurring nightmare of rising costs and casualties.”

“Tested against those criteria, the Afghanistan adventure is a dismal failure. It hasn't transformed warlords into democrats, replaced opium addiction with a market economy or persuaded a U.S. administration that uses security fears as cover for trade protectionism that Canada should be trusted to guard America's back door.”
Type of Article: Opinion Piece
Title: The Afghan War for Sexual Reform

Author: Rosie DiManno

Publication: The Toronto Star

Place of Publication: Toronto

Date of Publication: September 5, 2009

URL: http://www.thestar.ca/article/693445
Synopsis: DiManno critiques the Shiite Personal Status Law approved by Hamid Karzai. She begins the piece by criticizing him for appeasing the fundamentalists.
The article occasionally states the obvious about life being hard for women in Afghanistan and resorts to stereotypes about female oppression. These are, however, balanced out by life-expectancy statistics among women.

DiManno also resorts to statements about the Quran not sanctioning the abuses enshrined in the misogynistic laws of the land.

She bases some of her findings on an interview with Palwasha Hassan, director of the Kabul Office of Rights and Democracy.

Quote: “What a sneaky little fellow President Hamid Karzai has become.

The modern Afghan messiah: a leader for the 21st century of a nation suspended in the cultural bell jar of medievalism. Showing one face to the international community but, increasingly, and with the instinct of a political survivor, another at home to appease fundamentalists.
His own wife – a doctor – is never seen in public. That should have been a clue.”

“Life is harsh for all women in this nation, one of only three countries in the world where females die earlier than males. The Ministry of Women's Affairs just released figures showing record violence against women in the first three months of 2009 – everything from rape to acid dousing of schoolgirls. But the numbers cited, 1,149 reported acts of violence, represent just a fraction of un-reported reality.”

“There was nothing in the Qur'an and other Islamic texts to justify abuses as promulgated in the original legislation.”

Type of Article: Blog
Title: Why We’re There
Author: Adam Radwanski
Publication: The Globe and Mail
Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: April 26, 2009
URL: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/blogs/radwanski/why-were-there/article977669/
Synopsis: Against the backdrop of Hamid Karzai’s support for a law decriminalizing rape within marriage, Radwanski’s article suggests that women’s rights and gender equality are alien to the Afghan mindset.
Radwanski, however, overlooks the role of constant conflict and strife in the shaping of current conditions in Afghanistan.

 He ignores the fact that prior to the Soviet invasion, the Afghan royalty had taken a number of steps to achieve gender equality, including the abolition of the veil and the establishment of co-educational institutions (http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5380.htm).
Quotes:  “Ending the barbaric treatment of women is as laudable a goal as one could possibly have, and of course it strikes a chord with Canadians (and Britons, and Americans) at least as much as preventing a repeat of a terrorist attack that was almost eight years ago. But it overlooks that, before we went into Afghanistan, we never had a serious discussion of whether it was possible, and if so how best to go about what would be a full-scale cultural change.”
Type of Article: Opinion
Title: Afghanistan Update
Author: Rory Kilburn
Publication: Canadian Military Journal
Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: June 17, 2009

URL: http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vo9/no4/16-kilburn-eng.asp
Synopsis: Kilburn’s article provides interesting insights into the dynamics of Afghan society from the point of view of someone who has worked closely with Afghans. He does not see Afghans through westernized lenses and avoids value judgements. Based on his intimate knowledge of Afghanistan, he offers suggestions on how the international community can really help Afghanistan. Sometimes he falls into the trap of seeing Afghanistan as an honourable, tribal society along the lines of Levi-Strauss’ noble savage.
Quotes: “Afghan society, being tribal, is built upon the foundations of family bloodlines and trust. The tribe almost always sticks together, since they are family. Family is virtually everything in Afghanistan. Trust is the other building block of the society. While the Afghans may trust family immediately, outsiders need time to earn the trust of the tribal members.

Because of the structure of Afghan society, time in Afghanistan is not about minutes and seconds; it is about relationships. If the person they are conversing with is important to them, then they will invest time in that relationship. If the person they are talking to is to be trusted, then it is only proper to demonstrate to them the importance of that trust. To an Afghan, the relationship is more important than being on time for a meeting – especially if that someone is not as important in the larger scheme of things. To an Afghan, time is not money. Rather, time is relationship building, about building and maintaining trust.” 
“However they have adopted ideas and customs from other cultures, and adapted them to suit living uder an Islamic culture in a forbidding land. Throughout their history, they have resisted the imposition of foreign ideas, but have gladly embraced foreign ideas that have thrived in their culture. Therefore, to be successful in our dealings with the Afghans, the SAT members had to resist the tendency to impose ideas, and, instead, had to lay out a menu of options, allowing them to take what they wanted.

Afghans are proud, yet humble individuals. They are intelligent; they are hard-working; and, most importantly, they are a sovereign people. In my dealings with the Afghans during my year in the country, I learned that to be successful, one must propose an idea or a way of doing something, and then wait. The Afghans would think about things, and then come back to you with a viewpoint as to how to adapt the concept to their circumstances. The next step was to help them implement their concept, slowly building their capacity to sustain the process so that it became their way of doing business. This manner of doing things requires time, and it means that any given individual cannot implement a lot of concepts in one brief year. However, if one were to implement the processes and procedures properly, and build their capacity, the Afghans would be both willing and able to implement follow-on concepts with ever-lessening support.”

“Afghanistan is not so much a country as it is a patchwork of competing tribes. Putting a government together here has nothing to do with the effectiveness of the appointees. Rather, it consists of ‘buying’ the support of various tribes and ethnic groups by making sure they are represented in the government at various levels. The Durranis have stayed in power, and continue to stay in power, not by force of character, but by sharing government positions with other tribes who can either help them, or must be kept close for other reasons. Afghans believe in the philosophy, “Keep your friends close, and your enemies closer.” Although the West complains that many warlords and war criminals are in government, there is a reason for that. It has either to do with alliances, or keeping somebody close enough to keep a watchful eye upon them. The international community will not change these realities of Afghan politics. The tribal culture is too entrenched, and centuries of invasion and war have taught them that their culture is one of their strongest survival tools.”
“Social and human capital development is much more difficult, much slower, and, with respect to the long-term health of the country, is much more important than infrastructure. The international community is too focused upon reconstructing Afghanistan – i.e. building buildings. In other words, the international community has to stop trying to rebuild Afghanistan, and start rebuilding Afghans.”
Type of Article: Feature
Title: Afghanistan: dust, dirt, and phenomenal dignity 
Author: Kristina Davis

Publication: Canadian Military Journal

Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: February 11, 2009

URL: http://www.forces.gc.ca/site/Commun/ml-fe/article-eng.asp?id=3525 
Synopsis: More an account of the services rendered by Canadian Forces in Afghanistan, Davis’ photo feature makes a brief mention of a local girl. It ends up resorting to clichés about the dignity of the Afghan people in the midst of dust and dirt. Like some other commentators, she falls into the trap of seeing Afghans as “noble savages.”
Quotes: “Amid the dust and the dirt, there’s a dignity to the country and its people.”
Type of Article: Feature

Title: A Man’s World for Now: My Adventures in Afghanistan

Author: Lt. Hayley Mooney

Publication: Canadian Military Journal

Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: September 2, 2009

URL: http://www.cefcom-comfec.forces.gc.ca/pa-ap/fs-ev/2008/03/20-eng.asp
Synopsis: Mooney writes about life as a female soldier in Afghanistan. She describes in great detail, her interactions with Afghan men. She perceives Afghanistan as a primitive society in which she is somehow helping to pioneer the liberation of women. 
Quotes: “As part of my job I had to meet with many members of the ANA as well as Afghan civilians, and I had begun to understand what my presence meant to them. I was helping to open the eyes of men in Afghanistan to the possibility of women as equals.”

“And I was the star of at least a dozen pictures with ANA soldiers ranging in rank from private to  general who wanted to show off to their friends the foreign female soldiers who wore no veils and seemed to have no shame in bossing men around.” 
“These were men who had been plucked from villages that are accessible even today only by donkey. To my amazement, out of their shabby robes and headscarves they somehow pulled camera cellphones; capturing proof to bring home of these strange, confident, uniformed women.”

“Not only was I doing a job that I considered important to development, but I was pioneering a little bit of female equality in a country where there had been so little in previous years.”
