Type of Article: Column
Title: Taliban will target Canadians if they sense political weakness
Author: Christie Blatchford

Publication: Globe & Mail

Place of Publication: Toronto, Canada

Date of Publication: February 25, 2008

Synopsis: The writer was informed by her Afghan guide/fixer that the Taliban had in-depth detailed information about the Canadian soldiers fighting in Afghanistan. The conclusion she drew was that the Taliban were more sophisticated than the international media would have its readers and viewers believe, that they perceive Canadians as easy targets.

She explores the disconnect between the military and the political establishment on this issue, particularly the anxiety on the part of the soldiers that the “lack of clarity” from Ottawa makes them even more vulnerable in the face of a wily and ruthless enemy.
The impression, created by the frequent destruction of their country, that the Afghans are primitive is, for Blatchford, a fallacy. Revealingly, she is irritated when her fixer informs her of the extent to which the Taliban are aware of the strengths and weaknesses of the Canadian troops. The irritation, in her own words, originates in the shattering of her preconceptions concerning the primitive nature of the enemy.
She also reveals that the Taliban today are more than just a group of religious zealots. They include, in her estimation, mercenaries drawn to battle by the financial hardships imposed on them through the breakdown of their country.

-I am glad you pulled this one out, because I am having difficulties with this journalist, some days (for instance for her article A soldier's story: 'Did we push her too much?' Saturday, Jun. 20, 2009), and here, she seems a little more sympathetic (
-I would like some quotes from the article, esp. if there is some examples of what would be these preconceptions, exactly, in what way do people find them “primitive”

Type of Article: Interview
Title: Jack Layton: the leader of the NDP policy ... and talking with the Taliban
Author: Scott Taylor and Sara Caverley

Publication: Esprit de Corps

Place of Publication: Unknown

Date of Publication: June 2009

Synopsis: Layton discusses a number of issues pertaining to the Canadian military including the inadequate support provided to its members and their families at home in the form of housing and the lack of ships available to protect the enormous Canadian coastline.
He reflects on the draconian Islamic laws in effect even under the supposedly moderate Karzai government. For Layton, such laws were inevitable considering the presence of Islamic fundamentalists in the Karzai government and the fact that they reflect sensibilities that predate the Taliban by hundreds of years.

Revealingly, Layton does not believe that the Taliban is a unified entity; rather he considers it, in its modern form, to be a convergence of tribal interests committed to the betterment of their tribes. 
-Would you say that Layton would be in the category of the people who put the Afghans in the clan of “primitive”, that same preconception which is despised by Blatchford? If yes, do you have an example (a quote or two from the article)?
Type of Article: News Report
Title: The Taliban: Local or International Thugs?
Author: Michael Petrou
Publication: MacLeans

Place of Publication: Unknown 
Date of Publication: March 30, 2009
Synopsis: Prime Minister Stephen Harper calls for a distinction between the Taliban, which are primarily a domestic force, and Al Qaeda, which are an international threat.
The writer argues against this view and states that the fact that they gave Al Qaeda a base in their country is reason enough to deny them power. He quotes the Pakistani author Ahmed Rashid on the close relationship between the Taliban and Al Qaeda. 

The article concludes that the level of co-operation between the Taliban and Al-Qaeda is extremely high.

-More political I think
Type of Article: Opinion

Title: Afghanistan: Des Attentes Réalistes

Author: Louis Delvoie

Publication: Canadian Military Journal

Place of Publication: Unknown 
Date of Publication: July 14, 2008

Synopsis: Delvoie writes that Afghanistan shouldn’t be approached as a failed nation state, but rather as a confederation of tribes grouped together in an uneasy and volatile amalgam. He calls for a better understanding of the social and moral codes of these tribes, particularly the notion of honour that is prized throughout the country.
Afghanistan, he writes, is primarily a warrior society which is both hospitable as well as brutally vindictive. In addition, he continues, the conflicts of the last quarter century have intensified the level of religious fundamentalism in Afghanistan.
He believes that the best hope for stability in Afghanistan would be a government largely shaped along traditional lines.

-Well, this one seems to be identical to the article from .. published in the last issue of the CMJ… How interesting! What strikes me here (and I relate only on your notes, I did not take the time tonight to go back to the original article) is the infantilism of the Afghans. “Tribes”, “warrior society”, “brutally vindictive”, makes them look more like “primitives”, to quote Blatchford’s expression.  
