Notes of Testimony Binder:
"The only thing I could think about was holding my little girl," Zdunich said Sunday after returning for the last time to the spot, a six-metre-wide ditch and 15-metre-long culvert filled with oily black sewage and garbage. 


-pp. 1


-Andrew Z’s motivation and personal relationship between his family, the mission 
and the Afghans

"The past three or four days have probably been the most embarrassing I've ever had in my career," a veteran member of the Canadian embedded training team told The Canadian Press. "Our vehicle was packed and ready to go.

-pp. 10


-frustrations of war and politics, as soldiers are forced to abide by specific 
guidelines and rules that merely require a document to be signed by individuals 
that have no experience or understand what these soldiers are going through

"There is serious disappointment. These guys work off of respect, honour, loyalty and we're turning around and saying 'We don't respect you, we're no longer loyal.' A black mark is an understatement."


-pp. 10


-illustrates that a common theme from soldiers, or warriors, all around the world 
is that they “work off” or base their relationships off of “respect, honour, and 
loyalty”
However, officials in the Prime Minister's Office and in the office of the deputy chief of defence staff have delayed the signing, forcing the 16-member training team to adopt a new battalion that will remain in Kabul through Afghanistan's Oct. 9 presidential election.


-pp. 10


-describes the events that have deprived the Canadian soldier from participating in 
the operation with ANA forces, another example of the lack of support given to 
our soldiers (politically/logistically, not a money issue for once)
The International Committee of the Red Cross said Canada has been living up to its obligations under the Geneva Convention by regularly checking on the status and welfare of the suspected fighters it has taken.


-pp. 17


-Canadian soldiers are performing their duties and living up to the standards of 
the Canadian government, with reference to war (specifically POWs)


-a positive image for Canada’s involvement in Afghanistan, as this type of 
information will reduce the amount of public scrutiny that the military receives 
from the Canadian public regarding this war
**It sounds as if the articles in this series represent Canadian’s participation in positive terms, as if it was a hidden agenda; what is the journalists’ goal?

    "We don't see a conflict," said ICRC spokesman Michael Kleiner. "However, we appreciate the Canadians' continuous followup of the whereabouts and the well-being of the people that they have handed over. We think that's a responsible attitude."


-pp. 17

    The fact that Canadian special forces captured three fighters several weeks ago and turned them over to the Americans has been a source of concern among some Canadians and opposition politicians.

-pp. 18

-public scrutiny of Canada’s involvement in the war, in which these people do not 
understand and have not experienced

** Which could explain the attitude of the journalist to present details of events in a positive fashion, putting in evidence some of our tactics, good actions, good use of technological tools, etc.

    "That was our first major operation outside of the camp," Capt. Trevor Cadieu, the senior Canadian officer on the mission, said in an interview. "It was definitely an exciting experience. It was great to go out and exercise the skills that we are trained to do."


-pp. 23


-soldiers finally experiencing operations that they have been trained to do

** as per some other quotes below, once they get into operations, they experience much more than what they were trained to

"That's why having such strong coalition partners like the Canadians is an integral part of our success because of the quality of their soldiers, their training, their leadership, and the quality of their equipment, especially the Coyotes."

-pp. 24


-recognized as a valuable coalition partner, that has a high level of trained soldiers 
and equipment that have the ability to have a significant impact in war
An infantry officer by trade, Watson's job is to make Afghans "realize that even though we're soldiers, we're people too. That's the bonus to my job -- that I get to spend a lot of time with very hospitable people."

-pp. 26


-although soldiers are trained for specific jobs and operations, they are often put 
into situations that go outside their specific job requirements and require the 
soldier to develop new skills and abilities

-it is through these situations, within the local communities not armed to the teeth,
that soldiers develop these personal connections to the mission

"This country has seen a lot of different uniforms come and go, even in the past 25 years. For them to be as hospitable and trusting as they are with us, it's incredible that they still have that kind of faith when, really, soldiers haven't done them a lot of good."


-pp. 26


-Coalition soldiers may have difficulties with the Afghans, and slower progress 
within the country, due to the poor experiences that they have had with foreign 
soldiers

-Governments need their soldiers to be able to build relationships with the locals, 
as winning over hearts and minds is just as important, if not more important, as 
killing the Taliban in this War

** Is this our political agenda? See You tube on Gen Petraeus goals in Irak: win the souls; link with education of our soldiers (how to educate them and make them open minded), and the education of our staff officers, the ones who take operational decisions

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1FK-JdLEN4 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yG83rSm6fY 

http://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm3-24.pdf (Petraeus’s doctrine)
** There is also the difference between the people in the field, who try to establish a relationship of confidence with the locals, and the decision makers, who are in HQs and take decisions that destroy the efforts of the soldiers; also, is there a systematic distinction between the discourse of the soldiers,, who are always frustrated with the lack of funds and the (wrong) changes in operational decisions, and the flag officers, stating political facts that are not embedded in reality, but that come from abstract ideals they abide by
Sure there's a degree of mistrust, he adds, but there's curiosity too. "Are you Christian?" one Afghan elder asked him. Watson replied that he was. "So tell me," said the elder, "why do you believe the Bible so strongly?" Belief is a personal thing, Watson said, and the Bible can be interpreted in many ways. "Well the Qur'an is 600 years newer than the Bible," said the elder. "If you were given an instruction manual that was written in 1960, and you were given one written in 1999, you would take the one written in 1999, wouldn't you?" "Yes," Watson replied. "That's what the Qur'an is compared to the Bible," said the elder.


-pp. 26
**The sentence following this quote says he did not want to fight this battle (“That was one battle Watson had no intention of pursuing”), meaning, there is a will of non interventionism in religious matters; to the contrary, there is a respect of Muslims, pride in building of religious schools, etc. Investigate the depth of this respect, the spiritual journey, if any. For instance, when interviewing the soldiers, ask them what brings them to talk in positive terms about the Aghan’s religion: is it to make a point, saying they respect freedom of religion, or is it purely an envy of living in a place where spirituality matters, etc.
    A Muslim member of the International Committee of the Red Cross slaughtered a lamb and presided over prayers Friday, the first day of Eid al-Adha, or the Feast of the Sacrifice. The sacrifice, which involves slitting the animal's throat with a knife and preparation of the meat by Muslim principles, was conducted off-base. 


-pp. 27

-Illustrates the degree to which Allied forces will compensate their POWs, 
regardless of their culture or religion, while they are in confinement
    "This is America telling (the world) that we have great respect for religion and cultural identities," said Col. Keith Warman, commander of the 519th Military Police Battalion out of Fort Polk, La. 

    "This is kind of like, if you will, putting our actions where our mouth is."


-pp. 28
** For flag officers, the political agenda is clearly to show them that they should not wish to convert us, as we do not wish to convert them; sounds very Canadian for an American
    The White House has said that members of the former ruling Afghan militia would be covered by the third Geneva Convention, but fighters for Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida would not.


-pp. 28


-The politics of war can determine and manipulate how soldiers are allowed to 
fight (perimeters of the different actions that they can take) and the orders that 
they must follow
    "I haven't seen them as very sombre people," Reck said. "I've seen them as people, and they smile, they talk, they laugh. And when I've communicated with them, they've always given me the impression they've been well taken care of. ... They were very appreciative." 


-pp. 28


-Capt Reck, battalion chaplain (US)


** Appreciation of the personality of the Afghans (=CMJ article)
Critics had charged that the first batch of detainees to arrive at Guantanamo Bay in January may have been mistreated; they arrived with shaved heads, in shackles, and wearing goggles and orange jumpsuits.


-pp. 28


-The mistreatment of these prisoners by the soldiers may have developed from the 
pure hatred of these terrorists, or from the feeling of being left behind and not 
being able to “really” fight in a war

*Dehumanisation of the enemy to create a distance
* wrong applications of Dr Penfield’s theories on psychological pain and breakdown
    In Guantanamo, prisoners are held in open-air cells with walls of chain-link fence in tropical temperatures. The detainees have been issued prayer caps and are normally allowed to pray five times a day. 

    Upon arrival in Cuba, they were allowed to mail a letter to inform their families of their situation.


-pp. 29


-Same approach as in Bravo Two Zero when the Iraqis had the British troops as 
prisoners, could be a lie in order to gain more information on the insurgent’s 
family and associates

-Misconception of caring and compassion in order to appease the Red Cross and 
American public (those concerns with POWs)
    The rockets, designed to be fired from launchers sometimes called pipe organs, were propped up on piles of rock and wired with delayed chemical detonation devices. They were positioned to be fired at the coalition base. 

    The devices, which trigger the rocket's firing mechanisms anywhere from an hour to two days after they are activated, did not work, said Stf. Sgt. Benjamin Walker of the U.S. army's 710th Explosives Ordinance Disposal Company based in San Diego. 

    "It looks like they didn't know what they were doing," said Walker

-pp. 30


-enemy does not have the same capabilities as the Allied forces, therefore they 
compromise with other means of fighting/attacks


-underestimation of enemy and their abilities to fight (=Gladiator)
The villagers ran from their homes, but the high clay walls that keep out the dry desert winds couldn't stop the blasts, intended for a Taliban compound about half a kilometre up the narrow dirt road in an area speckled with destroyed tanks and equipment. 

    Nine villagers were killed, including the entire family of three-year-old Saif Ullah, who now wanders the village shoeless, grimy from the constant dust, fearful of the horrors that now haunt him. Five other villagers were injured.

-pp. 43


-The more technologically advanced war becomes, less masculine, and face to 
face battle, the more chance that there will be more collateral damage (civilian 
deaths)
*Some people can be deployed 6 months, seeing their fellow soldiers severely injured, or dead, and yet never see the enemy. Psychologically tortuous. When doing the interviews, ask the soldiers if they see the enemy and if they see casualties

*The guys with the machetes, they had no bad conscious; only occidentals had some seeing them, not them who did it. How would they feel if they had use some weapons of massive destruction? Could we say that there is a perverse effect in the use of sophisticated weapons, and could this explain German’s bad conscious – the fact they tried to create a distance between their prisoners and human beings, would this make it even worst, at the end? – thinking of the testimony from Bosnia (BJ), where the Germans felt sorry when seeing a mass grave and the Serbs (double check) answered: no worries, this is not an organized mass grave, it is ours, not yours”. 
That was harvest season. 

Now it's planting time. 

    And in the fields where the villagers plant watermelons, wheat and other crops, in the orchard where they grow apples and in the vineyard where they nurture grapes are dozens and dozens of unexploded bomblets.


-pp. 43

Troops have already been to the village once. They couldn't do anything then, so the villagers, who tend the crops on behalf of an owner, started getting rid of the bombs themselves -- by lighting fires around them. The fires burn until the bombs explode.


-pp. 43

"We have to work," Noor Ali, 25, said through an interpreter. "We don't have any other way. We must go on with our daily lives. 

    "If we do not work, the gardens will dry up."


-pp. 44


-these people except their way of life, and the troubles that soldiers and war bring 
into their lives, as they have lived through war for years
*the effect of war on those people seem to be less dramatic than the effect it has on our people, maybe because we were not borne in it, it is not our culture – relate to education of our soldiers, training.
    Back in Haji Mohammad Khan, Ali said villagers are hoping the Americans, who dropped the bombs there in the first place, will clean up the area. 

    And the villagers, beset by drought, hardship and tragedy, want compensation.

    "They've told us they're going to keep working the area, regardless of the danger. We can't tell 'em what to do; we can only advise 'em." 

    It doesn't come naturally for some soldiers, who want to help but can't. 

    "It is frustrating knowing that there are kids and other people running around out there where it's really dangerous and we're not really free -- it's not our policy -- right now to go and get the ordnance out of there," said Shadbolt, a native of Swan River, Man. 

    "It's just a matter of time before we get in there, one way or another."


-pp. 44


-Another example of how soldiers are held back from doing their job due to the 
regulations and rules employed by their governments

-It also illustrates the frustration and helplessness feelings that some soldiers feel 
and have felt while on operations, ie Dallaire
For generations of Afghans, war has been a way of life. Sons followed fathers who followed fathers onto fields of battle. Some were as young as 12; perhaps even younger. 

    It has been the history of a harsh, mountainous, landlocked country ruled by rival warlords and unsuccessfully occupied by succeeding invaders.


-pp. 45

* Double check this odd info: typical war children are taken away from their families (often forced to kill their parents and/or siblings, to make sure they have the feeling they have no choice but being killers and never returning back home), deported elsewhere; they ignore for which tribe they are fighting and against which one.

* Necessity of fighting back, learning of war for children 
"Every boy in Afghanistan knows well about the gun," says warlord Haji Jabbar Agha, who returned from exile in Pakistan to fight the Taliban. "We wish for these boys to go to school, but how? We need the help of the international community."


-pp. 45
* children go to war because they have no other choice; there is no option, no future, except in the army, where they get paid and stuff.

He wields the AK-47 given him by Gull Agha, now governor of Kandahar province, like a North American youth would carry a baseball bat -- casually, without thought. 

    "The Taliban were cruel people," he says. "That's why I started fighting against them."

-pp. 46


-The attitudes of Afghani citizens regarding the war and the Taliban ruling
The use of children in war is not new, but what is disturbing is the realization that they are such a dominant factor in many conflicts, says retired Gen. Romeo Dallaire, now Canada's special UN ambassador for children. 

    Dallaire told a UN conference on the illicit arms trade last year that child warriors needed to be integrated into society and rehabilitated. He argues that there is a direct link between the availability of small arms -- such as the pervasive AK-47 -- and child soldiers.


-pp. 46


-Challenges the whole ideal of masculinity and the heroic soldier as most of these 
child soldiers are forced into war, however they do still share that patriotic desire 
to serve and protect their country and family

* I am questioning the use of the word “patriotism”, here; would it not be lack of choice, alienation due to lack of education, necessity to survive?


-Do soldiers have to be men to be that ideal masculine soldier, or can child 
soldiers share that masculinity of the warrior?
* Lots of child soldiers who are girls, in Africa, most of them serve as prostitutes for the war lords. Is it the same in Afghanistan? It would reinforce the concept of masculinity. Same thing for the absence of women at war: even for the kids, it is a place for men, males. When is it that the kids become soldiers? How do our soldiers react to fighting against child soldiers? Do they see any? Does it make them question their own identity as a soldier?
    "Right now, there are no schools, no colleges," says Akbar Jan. "So, if they want to go somewhere to get an education, where is the place? There is no place." 

    "That's why they want to join the army. Every person in Afghanistan has a wish to work for the country and this is the way."


-pp. 46


-Illustrates that patriotic desire to serve their country through governmental serve, 
as there is no opportunity to serve their country any other way


-No women are in the military/army, as the Afghani culture is very 


masculine dominated and it custom for men to fill the role of warrior


and protector
    But before those opportunities for alternatives come along, attitudes forged over generations of conflict must be overcome. Attitudes like that of Abdul Rehman, a mujahedeen who has been fighting since he was 12. He knows almost nothing else. 

    Rehman started his soldiering career by making acid-laced Molotov cocktails -- gasoline bombs -- and throwing them at Russian tanks. He proudly calls it the Islamic Revolution. 


-pp. 46
He doesn't remember the first person he killed, or even how many. 

    "They attacked our country. That's why we enjoyed it, killing them like we were killing birds." 


-pp. 47


-Testimony of Afghani soldiers 

*Investigate to see if we have more…


-Felt no remorse for killing those that threatened them and their country


-They also dehumanize their enemies, as they compare their enemies to birds 
(animals) not people

    Rehman now has five children of his own, the oldest 12 years old. He says he would gladly sacrifice any or all of his sons. 

    "If he fights for Islam, I would like that he became a soldier," he says of his oldest. "I would allow it."


-pp. 47


-They have a very close connection/relationship with religion, self sacrifice, and 
masculinity as he would like that any of his sons (not mentioned if all 5 children 
are boys) joined the army to fight or ultimately sacrifice any of his sons


-doesn’t say that he would sacrifice his daughters either



-suggests the role of self sacrifice, heroic image, is left in the hands of men

**It is like the generation of our (my…) grand-parents, they would sacrifice their first boy to God through priesthood; the Afghans seem to wish to sacrifice their kids to war – the link between war, suicide bombers and religion is strong; here, war is secularized, a-religious to a certain extent; investigate if there is a discourse or attitude of self-sacrifice that would make the job in the CF appeal to some recruits as a vocation
"The terrorists who mean to us harm -- we're on their timeline," explained Roper. "They get to pick the location, they pick the time, they pick the method. 

    "They pick a spot, they hit quickly and disappear back into the woodwork. We can say our perimeter has not been breached, has never been in danger of being breached, so the base defence is working."


-pp. 48


-Although the soldiers fighting these terrorists have advanced technological 
capabilities, their enemies are not uniformed, holding a flag, and fighting in 
conventional means therefore soldiers must be on constant alert looking for the 
enemy among civilians


-requires a high level of training, and in turn results in high stress 



situations


Stogran said he considered killing the two, but he said another alternative was available until the civilians from the nearby village of Khvosh Ab showed up.

-pp. 63


-Colonel Stogran, Canadian Commander


-Civilian casualties are considered unacceptable by the Canadian Forces,
regardless of the desired objective as they fight by strict rules and guidelines

*sounds like an empty political discourse coming from a flag officer

    The toughest thing for Canadian troops patrolling outside the perimeter of the coalition military base in this former Taliban stronghold may be not knowing what they're up against. 


-pp. 64


-the ambiguity of what the enemy looks like, where they are, what they fight with 
are all questions that soldiers must ask themselves now, as soldiers have found 
themselves to be fighting suicide bombers, IEDs, and other unconventional 
methods
*do they even see their enemies? What image do they have of them? – to be asked in interviews

    In the Soviet era, troops would have descended on the village in force, kicking in doors and ransacking houses, Campbell said. That's not the Canadian way.


-pp. 65

    "It's not our job to go kicking in doors," said Campbell. "All you do is alienate everybody when you do that." 

    Instead, representatives of the area's Afghan governor, followed by a Canadian patrol, visited the village Saturday afternoon.


-pp. 66


-Major Campbell, PPCLI


-The Canadian method for taking action against these types of situations is the 
more diplomatic approach that focuses on winning over the hearts and minds of 
local Afghanis

* How do they do this, win the heart and mind of Afghans, and how do these 
efforts bring positive results when put into practice by the soldiers in the field – 
ref to their negative comments about the decisions taken in HQs that undermine 
their efforts to gain the confidence of the Afghans. 

    Some of those captured Friday after the hospital attack earlier last week are members of Hezb-e-Islami, a Herat-based military force under the control of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, an Afghan warlord currently living in exile in Iran, Hamid Agha said. 

    Hekmatyar left Afghanistan when the Taliban took power but is so radically opposed to the U.S. presence here that he has vowed to fight shoulder-to-shoulder with the ultra-conservative Islamic revolutionary group that ruled Afghanistan for seven harsh years, Hamid Agha said.

-pp. 68


-The amount and level of hatred that these warriors have for these infidels and 
invaders is so strong that it has created an alliance between sworn enemies 
(Taliban and Afghani warlords)
    Canadian troops patrolling outside the perimeter of the coalition military base in this former Taliban stronghold have been wondering what they're up against. 


-pp. 68


-Uncertainty of what the enemy is and what they look like

    Subsequent operations by Canadian and Afghan forces zeroed in on at least five suspected mine-layers near the village of Kvosh Ab. But troops were unable to capture the men before local residents -- believed to be Taliban sympathizers -- got in the way.


-pp. 68

-Example of why it is so important for coalition forces to win their hearts and 
minds, as it the only way to win this war

    Hamid Agha said the fighters are striking out of Pakistan, then returning. 

    "Very few people here have sympathy for the Taliban now except those who have been involved with it from the beginning," he said. "But those people are waiting for their chance to strike. They are opportunists." 


-pp. 68


-The type of warfare that soldiers are currently facing, the faceless image of the 
enemy and their ability to attack and disappear among the population
*How do our react to a war where they do not see their enemies, they do not see the ones who injure and kill their friends

    "They weren't punished," he said. "Had they been punished, they would not be involved in these activities. 

    "Why did we release them? Because for 25 years, everybody comes and crushes the other man in Afghanistan. For this moment, we decided we had to make a decision to release the Afghans who worked for al-Qaida or the Taliban. But still they work for al-Qaida or the Taliban. We now are compelled to act."

-pp. 68


-Rehabilitation, the new approach to try and reintegrate these terrorists back into 
the Afghani community

-Attempt to win over hearts and minds, instead of destroying them

    Gen. Kareem Agha, commander of the 7th Brigade of the Afghan Military Force, told Watson during a meeting Tuesday at his headquarters near the base that the 7 p.m.-to-5 a.m. curfew would be strictly enforced within an eight-kilometre radius. 

    "If the curfew is breached, we will assume that they are an enemy," he said.

-pp. 69


-different approaches and mentalities between the culture of the North American  
military perspective and the Afghani, middle eastern, military perspective

    The soldiers searched homes and seized materials Monday, including rocket propellent in a village south of the airfield, Agha said. They also briefly detained four men but later released them after it turned out they were allied Afghan soldiers. 

    The incident highlighted major problems facing Agha and other Afghan commanders who are working with the coalition: the lack of uniforms and communications equipment.


-pp. 69

Agha said village elders were also urged to recruit local youth for service in the Afghan Military Force. He promised they would be posted back to their own villages, where they would be sensitive to new faces and changing trends.


-pp. 71



-Methods of integrating and recruiting the local Afghani population into Afghn 
military service

 "We don't want to appear like we're imposing on the population," Watson told the general.

-pp. 71


-Capt Watson


-Canadian approach of not treading on the culture of Afghanistan, and that they 
are here to help these people and not inflict their own cultures and ideas 


*Noninterventionist 

Around the former Taliban stronghold of Kandahar, Brig. Abdul Wali says there are too many commanders trying to deliver peace. 

    "The main problem here is, everybody's become a commander," Wali said in an interview Wednesday. "Give me command for just two or three days, and I will clear this area of Taliban and al-Qaida. There will be no more trouble."

-pp. 72


-Commander of the 1,217 member 480th Bridage of Afghan Military Force

*Clash of civilization: some want to bring peace (end war) with peace (without too much violence), others want to clean the place using force

Fighting a war requires will and decisiveness, said Wali. There is too much indecision around Kandahar, he said.


-pp. 72


But Hamid Agha said there are too many military leaders pursuing their own agendas in Afghanistan, particularly around Kandahar. 

    "This is our greatest challenge," he said. "To know and trust one another." 

    Wali had high praise for the Canadians on other counts. He said they communicate well, respect local traditions and work well with Afghan troops.


-pp. 73


-Illustrates one of the problems with the war in Afghanistan, that there is too 
much leadership and not enough action


-possibly their version of the military component being too political or 


 politically affected

    "They should have killed them," he said. "If someone is killing me and I know they are responsible, then why not kill them?" 

    Mercy like that shown by the Canadians has proven to be a mistake, suggested al-Hajh Abdul Hamid Agha, a prominent military commander and member of the regional Shura, or governing council.


-pp. 75


-Difference in perspectives and approaches to warfare, and how to fight


-no remorse for killing those how are attacking/threatening them



* = Rwanda



*clash of civilization

    The sun is blistering, the landscape is desolate and the nights are freezing cold. 

    There are poisonous snakes, scorpions and man-eating ants. 

    And, somewhere out there, is the enemy. The Canadian commander is certain of that.

-pp. 84-85


-The uncertainness of where the enemy is and what they look like


-Soldiers constantly having to be on alert, the constant stress that they face


*fighting an enemy we don’t see
Still, the Canadian troops who are posted here for a week at a time love it. 

    "We've been living in a hole for the last month," says Cpl. Shane Brennan, a paratrooper from Creemore, Ont. "Even a ride outside the camp was a big thing -- like Dad's taking you to Dairy Queen or something." 

    "It's exciting to get away."

-pp. 85


-Soldiers find war and the possibly of battle exciting, as that is what they have 
been trained to do and they finally have the chance to experience it 
(killing/fighting)


*training

Camp life is six hours in a trench, 12 hours off. The rumour mill grinds constantly: when are they going home; whether the mail is in; where are the paycheques.


-pp. 85


*anxiety and desire to fight; training and exhaustion
Said Hinkey: "When you realize you're in the middle of nowhere and there are potential enemy all around you, you sort of deep down understand you have to stay alert. We're all looking out for each other."


-pp. 86


-Sgt Hinkey


* training – are they trained for this?
As the offensive ground on, with coalition forces conducting supply, search and attack missions through the snow, a new feud between the Afghan allies emerged and threatened to explode into violence on Saturday. 

    The trouble began when the interim administration of Hamid Karzai dispatched convoys of new Afghan fighters into the battle area in eastern Afghanistan. The troops were ethnic Tajiks from the north and their presence exacerbated ethnic tensions in the largely Pashtun area around Gardez.

-pp. 92


-Issues that soldiers in the war in Afghanistan have to face due to the culture in 
Afghanistan



-alike Canada there are different culture groups in Afghanistan, and past 


history between the different groups presents difficulties for these groups 


to work in unison together
"We don't need them," front-line Cmdr. Abdul Matin Hasankhiel said. 

    "We can fight the al-Qaida ourselves. I don't know why they came. It's between them and the Defence Ministry," Hasankhiel said.


-pp. 92

"I'm a little apprehensive because you don't know what's out there and you never know what the next day's going to bring. But I'm glad I'm here. Morale is high."


-pp. 94


-Soldiers experiencing that feeling of anxiety and uncertainty, yet at the same 

time those same soldiers experience that desire to fight


*training

    "These times always make you think about your own mortality and your family," he said. "But there's always the job aspect of things and people depend on you so you tend to find comfort in that."


-pp. 95

*motivation, justification for being there – help people who depend on you (the Afghans or your own troopers)

Lt.-Col. Pat Stogran must make the tough decision on how his Canadian troops will join the battle in eastern Afghanistan. In that sense, he is in one of the loneliest places on Earth. "He's confronted with what many commanders have had to live with -- the decision to send his men into harm's way," said Warrant Officer Alain Bilodeau, a native of Gagnon, Que.


-pp. 96


-The stresses of the command position and the responsibilities that it holds, as 
soldiers must make decisions that will endanger other soldiers’ lives


-Against the code soldiers/warriors as soldiers would prefer to endanger 


themselves (self sacrifice) than endanger fellow soldiers

"On one hand, a soldier has to be gung-ho, into what he's doing and bring up the morale of everybody around him," Stogran said. "But there's a side that's a little less cavalier and a lot more intellectual and a lot more sensitive." 

    "I can't afford to make any gung-ho decisions. They have to be calculated and deliberate. But I've found that war has a way of gathering one's focus quite readily."


-pp. 97


*training – who trains best, experience of war? 

*audace et raison – guts, and reason

*linked to motivation of being there too: embrace danger, warrior instinct, and the application of learned rules and principles

Master Cpl. Erik Kerr, a native of Edmonton, said he didn't feel bad that "al-Qaida or Taliban guys got killed." 

    "I hope we get the rest of them before we go," Kerr said.

-pp. 119


-Illustrates the soldier’s desire to kill, and the lack of emotion felt by them for the 
enemy

Pte. Francis McCann, a rifleman and native of Langley, B.C., described the operation as "interesting." 

    "I never thought in this day and age it would have to come to this," he said of the fierce fighting.


-pp. 119

"When you put things in training into actual business they don't normally go as well. These guys (the Americans and Canadians) did an outstanding job. This was a textbook raid onto an enemy objective," White said.
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-Plans very seldom go according to their original plan as the unexpected may 
occur along with other variable, however with the proper training and 
coordination coalition troops have been able to perform operations flawlessly

"These are all foreign fighters that we've encountered here and they certainly qualify as al-Qaida or very closely related to al-Qaida. There's virtually no difference in the way they fight." 

    Asked about assurances the enemy engaged are al-Qaida, Defence Minister Art Eggleton said in Ottawa: "They take every precaution to make sure that's what they're doing."
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-The uncertainty of the enemy could cause problem identifying the insurgents 
from Afghan civilians 
Canadian troops are holding up well despite thin supplies of food and water, which didn't come in until late in the day. Several companies of Canadian troops manoeuvred along the mountainsides and in the valleys below.

"This is infantry," said Stogran, who made a foray of his own along the mountain ridge to see for himself what his troops had been doing. 

    "This is hard drudging and not enough money."
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-The life of the soldier (infantry) in war, hard work, stressful, lack of supplies and 
not enough pay


-The common ‘‘bitching’’ of soldiers

It was also a problem for Soviet soldiers when they invaded Afghanistan in 1979. They claimed this area's mountains -- known as the whale -- was the reason for their lack of success. 

    While some Canadians have had to be airlifted out with twisted ankles and sore backs due to the very rugged terrain and heavy loads they must carry, the Americans have suffered many heat casualties. 

    In addition to the incredibly demanding terrain, this time of year the daytime sun is very intense and the nights are very cold. Troops sleep on the ground without tents and their days are spent climbing up and down rocky cliff faces often with heavy packs -- weighing seven to 10 kilograms -- on their backs.
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-Another enemy that soldiers face in war is the unfamiliar elements and terrain, 
that the enemy has had many more years of experience in

Canada's troops have been promised other operations, likely more harrowing ones. But none will likely match the poignancy of their first week of combat in 50 years. 

    For many, last week's assualt in the mountains of eastern Afghanistan was the pinnacle of their careers, the culmination of years of training. And it answered the lingering question that gnaws at the back of every soldier's mind at some time or another: How would I respond in the real deal? 

    This was no peacekeeping mission.
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-The attitude and thoughts of soldiers and warriors, how will it feel and how will I 
react in war (fighting the enemy)

For Latinovich, a career soldier, it was "nothing but fun." 

    "This is what I've been wanting to do," he said. "Recce platoon commander has been my goal since Day 1 in the army." 

    In an interview, Stogran said the operation will likely turn out to be a warm-up. 

    "Something big's in store for us," he predicted. "We demonstrated to them that we exceed expectations and we will exceed expectations in everything we do."
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-The soldier’s desire to fight and kill the enemy
