Notes on Readings:
Brown, Melissa. ""A Woman in the Army is Still A Woman": Recruiting Women into the All-Volunteer Force." International Studies Association March (2006): 1-41.

Overall, in the print ad sample and television commercials, women are a peripheral presence for each of the services, rather than an integral part of the military’s image. However, my analysis of recruiting materials reveals some real institutional differences among the services.

-pp. 37

The Army, which needs to attract the greatest number of recruits each year, has pictured women

the most frequently, and has presented them in ways that make them seem like a regular part of

the institution.

-pp. 38

The Navy, on the other hand, occasionally uses images of women in its advertising, but without

necessarily presenting them as a regular part of naval life.

-pp. 38

The ads make token references to women as sailors, but basically present the Navy as a male world and use images of women as a way to attract men; women may perform a decorative function as civilians, or if they are pictured in uniform, they generally aren’t performing a naval task.

-pp. 38

The Air Force has the largest percentage of women and the most jobs open to women, but women are a minor presence in Air Force recruiting materials.

-pp. 38
-Although the US military/government suggests that men and women share equal status and opportunity within the military, they only promote women in a few of the elements in the military
-However they only promote the presence of women in services that they require numbers in, as they promote women openly in the Army (most recruits needed each year), but they do not require many women in the Navy, Air Force or Marines and therefore have little to no presence of women in their recruiting campaigns or images of that service

Brown, Melissa. "Gender, Military Recruiting, and the Iraq War." American Political Science Association August (2008): 1-39.

.

Newton, Lloyd. "The Changing Image of the US Military." Vital Speeches of the Day 66 (1999): 36-38
Kear, Adrian. "The Anxiety of the Image." Parallax 11 (2005): 107-116.

-Notes on the strategic soldier
-Is there anything to do to reduce societal anxiety?

-societal anxiety is caused by these photos of “disturbing” images that portray the typical American soldier dehumanizing a prisoner of war in various manners, which suggests that the governments ability and choice to suspend such rights is very real and in their point of view necessary (pp. 110)
-article doesn’t give any suggestions on how to reduce anxiety, it focuses more so on how anxiety has been used as torture, except it mentions that Bush’s apology regarding these picture could reduce societal anxiety because the people criticizing this ill treatment “didn’t understand the true nature and heart of America” (didn’t understand why they were doing it or their intentions) (pp. 115)
The image as such appears to contribute to the anxiety governing its reception by its very nature as representation, which, despite its explicitness, makes it a site of political contestation. As Susan Sontag has noted, no end of justification and apologia surrounded the publication of the photographs of ‘prisoner abuse’ – even the euphemistic eschewal of the word ‘torture’ itself is significant to this process of

reification – as if the problem ‘lay in the images, rather than in what they depict’.

-pp. 115

Although the anxiety the image induces might be experienced individually, it is nonetheless ‘fixed’ ideologically when it is directed toward the figuration of a resilient national identity and a specifically political delineation of futurity. The reconfiguration of the image as representation in this way covers over its significance as a site of ethical revelation; the ideological disturbance it promises to effect

is masked once again by the resurgence of affect. In short, the disruptive capacity of the image is constrained by its performative mediation, producing in the process a mimetic orchestration that both anticipates and accommodates anxiety’s otherwise futural orientation.


-pp. 115



Irwin, Anne. Redeployment as a Rite of Passage. Calgary: Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute, 2008.

 -Does she answer the question “How to re-integrate soldiers into society?”

-if yes, how?


-if no, what type of research could be done to answer it

Rites of passage are rituals that serve to mark the transition of individuals from one social

status to another. In the case of redeployment, the shift in status is from deployed soldier to

combat veteran. Typically, rites of passage have three phases: separation, liminality and

reintegration. These phases during redeployment would consist of: leaving the theatre of

operations as the separation phase; the decompression tour in Cyprus as the liminal phase;

and the return trip to Canada as the phase of reintegration.

-Executive Summary page
The first phase of any rite of passage consists of a “rite of separation” during which participants are removed from their original status in society. 

-pp. 1
The second phase of the rite of passage is the “liminal period,” from the Latin limen for

“threshold.”

-pp. 2

The liminal phase is also a phase during which much deep learning can occur, and in which shared experience contributes to the creation of a new social identity.


-pp. 2

The third phase of the rite of passage is the “rite of reintegration” or “rite of reaggregation,”

during which neophytes are returned to society in their new statuses.


-pp. 2

I spent three months (May to August) of 2006 “embedded” with the soldiers of Charlie

Company of the First Battalion of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI)

while they were deployed as part of Task Force Orion.

-pp. 2
The policy of a TLD for soldiers returning from stressful deployments was first instituted at

the urging of then Lieutenant Colonel Pat Stogran10 who had commanded the 3rd Battalion

of the PPCLI in Afghanistan during Operation Apollo in 2002.

-pp. 3

The meeting with families was very poignant; there were many tears of joy and relief as

families greeted them. Some soldiers asked their families not to meet them at the LTF

because they preferred their reunion to occur in private, fearing that either their families or

they themselves would break down. There were also, however, a few soldiers who were not

met by anyone, not by choice, but because their wives had left them during the tour. All of

the soldiers were changed irrevocably by the tour. Many of them had lost significant amounts

of muscle mass, some as much as thirty or more pounds. Others were coming back with

scars, both physical and psychological, visible and invisible. Some, despite being warned not

to, had received tattoos or body piercings in Cyprus. P. 10

There was one briefing identified as a critical incident stress debriefing which I attended,

along with most of the soldiers who had served with 8 Platoon of Charlie Company.17 There

were approximately 25 people attending this briefing, which was a larger number than

expected by the facilitator, and the room was very crowded. Participants sat in a circle on

chairs and were invited by the facilitator to talk in turn about any incidents that they had

participated in that they considered to have been stressful. All the participants were selfselected,

so there were personnel of ranks ranging from Private to Warrant Officer in the

same room as well as soldiers from other units who had spent the entire tour in Kandahar Air

Field.18 They had also had very different experiences of the tour, some of which were

distressing enough to reduce the facilitator to tears while she listened to them. There was

time only for two rounds of talk, with some participants choosing not to talk at all, and others

speaking openly about their experiences. The briefing, however, was cut short because of

the large number of participants, and before there was any opportunity to achieve closure or

finality, soldiers were told to get on the buses because of the tight timings.

Both immediately after the critical incident stress debriefing and retrospectively, many

soldiers felt it was worse than useless. Some of the soldiers were upset by the debriefing

because they left it feeling raw and open. Some of them expressed a feeling of betrayal: of

having been invited to open up, and then sent on their way without any resolution. Several

soldiers commented that there should not be a mix of ranks in such a debrief, p. 9

Andén-Papadopoulos, Kari. "US Soldier Imaging in the Iraq War on YouTube." Popular Communication 7 (2009): 17-27.

-Notes
Sites such as MySpace, YouTube, Google Video, LiveLeak and military.com abound with violent videos and stills from combat soldiers, some set to heavy metal or rap music and including troops

using obscene language.

-pp. 1

Also, the recurrent video tributes to fallen soldiers foreground a controversial and highly emotional subject: the premature and violent deaths of young US soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. My analysis suggests that these audiovisual productions by active duty soldiers can provide us with the kind of critical perspectives needed for a more open democratic questioning of US foreign policy and the conduct of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

-pp. 2

Iraqi insurgent imagery is also prevalent, showing the bloody work of sectarian death squads, and U.S. soldiers being shot and blown up (Johnson, 2007). The insurgent videos, set to inspiring

religious soundtracks or chanting, are not only aimed at drawing new recruits and donations,

but at terrorizing of the enemy with the violent spectacle. Increasingly, these spectacles of

terror are staged primarily to generate footage to be circulated in the media, and thereby

subject potential mass audiences to the shocking displays of destruction.

-pp. 3


-Is YouTube an answer to the Iraqi insurgent videos put on the internet?

-How do they represent Canadian?
-How do Canadians relate to homemade videos? How do they portray themselves and how is it seen by their colleagues?
Bronson, I looked into You Tube and found, as you say, that most videos are not so appealing; furthermore, the vast majority is done by TV chains, which probably means that it is highly regulated, especially in the US – more than in Canada, in seems. Also, the moral images (done by V stations) show, for the US military, mutilated children, and for the Canadians, a soldier shaking a kid’s hands. For both, it is about 20%  of their clips. Or the rest, there is about 80% spent on ammo, same in US and Canada, and in Canada, there is 20% of clips that show dead/coffins, and as many who show Capt Goddart 

The popularity of internet communications in war zones has led the Pentagon to begin closely monitoring what its troops post online, with special attention being paid to images that show the aftermath of combat (Greene, 2006). A policy instituted in the spring of 2005, however, requires all military bloggers inside Iraq to register with their units. It gives unit commanders the

authority to review blogs and other communications before they are sent, to make sure there

are no violations of operational security.

-pp. 3

-What is the role of these videos in the connection of an image of the soldier? What is the CF’s reaction to it?

The video clips uploaded by US soldiers on YouTube cover a range of settings, activities, and emotions: combat action, routine patrolling, colloquial interaction with Iraqi civilians, recreation in the barracks, and tributes to fallen comrades.

-pp. 5

The video clip caused the Marine Corps to expel David Motari and to take disciplinary measures against a second Marine involved.


-pp. 9


-What are CF actions/regulations/disciplinary actions against propagation of CF-related images/texts; do they question and condemn only info that have operational implications, do they question and condemn other type of info that could set a bad image?
The authenticity of the soldiers’ experience lends a heightened sense of veracity and immediacy to their representations of war. The “reality effect” is further underscored by the soldiers’ personal point of view, and the often raw emotionalism and poor technical quality of their amateur videos.

-pp. 12

Blais, Ann-Renée. "The development of a multidimensional measure of post-deployment reintegration: Initial psychometric analyses & descriptive results." Defence R&D Canada December (2003): 1-68, http://cradpdf.drdc.gc.ca/PDFS/unc57/p521639.pdf.

The highest mean scores for the positive aspects of post-deployment reintegration were related to the family and cultural experiences. The highest mean scores associated with the negative aspects of postdeployment reintegration were related to occupational issues. This may suggest that work continues to be an issue for soldiers who have returned from a high intensity deployment such as Op Apollo, often because their post-deployment work seems to be less challenging and meaningful to them.

-pp. vi

At least one further study has shown that homecoming stress, in particular feelings of psychological isolation and feeling disconnected, is the most significant predictor of PTSD, even after the effects of combat exposure (see also Fontana & Rosenheck, [5]), earlier trauma, and present stressful life events were accounted for; predicting 43 percent of the variance in subsequent PTSD symptomology [7].

-pp.1


-isolation when coming back home results in more PTSD than the experience of war
In this case, reintegration involves clearly positive and negative experiences, but is relatively undifferentiated experience in terms of themes.

-pp. 8

The estimated correlation between the two factors was .16, suggesting that positive experiences were relatively independent of negative experiences for these soldiers. In other words, soldiers reported experiencing both positive and negative experiences associated with reintegration. We report the parameter estimates associated with the two-factor solution in Table 2.

-pp. 8

-These are the Two-factor survey tables, as the F1 & F2 represent positive & negative reintegration experiences

-Table 1 & 2

And interestingly, the pattern of factor loadings was not entirely as hypothesized and not easily interpretable. That is, most items labelled “Personal Positive,” “Work Positive,” and “Cultural Positive” loaded on Factor 1; the “Family Positive” items loaded on Factor 2; most of the “Work Negative” items loaded on Factor 3; finally, most of the “Personal Negative,” “Family Negative,” and “Cultural Negative” items loaded on a fourth factor.

-pp. 8-9

-The Four-factor survey tables, F1-F4 represents personal, family occupational and cultural reintegration experiences


-Table 3

This suggests that, overall, the eight factors are relatively independent of each other. We report the parameter estimates associated with the eight-factor solution in Table 4. Based on the results of the factor analyses, we retained the eight-factor model as the one that best described the data. Most importantly, it also falls nicely within our theoretical framework.
-pp. 9

-Incorporates the positive and negative experiences associated with the four factors (personal, family, occupational and cultural reintegration) with their reintegration experiences
-Table 4

We also looked at various characteristics of the respondents, as shown in Table 7, and tested

whether reintegration subscale scores varied across selected demographic groups. In particular, we looked at marital status, number of dependents, number of tours (in total), and occupation category, as they seemed to be the demographic factors most likely to impact reintegration experiences.

-pp. 12

-The demographic groups used were; marital status, dependants, number of tours, occupation

Mean subscale scores significantly differed between married and single respondents only for the family and work domains, F(2.72, 990.54) = 22.85, p < .05, η2 p = .06. That is, married soldiers reported significantly higher family reintegration scores (both positive and negative) than did single soldiers, t(287.01) = 3.91, d = 0.47, whereas single respondents had significantly higher work-related scores (both positive and negative), than did married respondents, t(364) = 3.04, d = 0.32.

-pp. 12

-Married soldiers more affected by family reintegration, single soldiers more affected by work reintegration

Mean subscale scores differed significantly between soldiers with or without children only for the

family subscales, F(2.59, 920.09) = 3.31, p < .05, η2 p = .01. That is, soldiers with dependants

reported significantly greater levels of positive and negative family-related aspects of reintegration than did soldiers without dependents, t(355) = 4.91, d = 0.54.

-pp. 12


-Soldiers with dependants were more affected by family reintegration that those without
Mean subscale scores differed significantly between respondents within the combat arms versus respondents within the other occupations only for the Work Negative subscale, F(2.61, 901.25) = 4.78, p < .05, η2 p = .01. That is, soldiers within the combat arms reported significantly greater levels of negative work-related aspects of reintegration than did soldiers within the other groups, t(345) = 4.36, d = 0.57.

-pp. 12

-Soldiers in combat arms had more negative work related reintegration than those who are not combat arms

Results showed that respondents who had been deployed three or more times in total reported lower levels of reintegration overall, F(2, 360) = 3.81, p < .05, η2 p = .02, especially in comparison with respondents who had only deployed once, t(230) = 2.73, d = 0.38. Subsequent analyses at the subscale level indicated that the most experienced soldiers reported significantly less positive and negative experiences related to work and cultural reintegration (t(198.69) = 3.77, d = 0.56, and t(230) = 3.23, d = 0.45, for work and culture respectively).

-pp. 12-13
-Soldiers deployed more than 3 times reported lower reintegration than those that haven’t (especially those who have deployed once)

-The most experience soldiers had less (pos & neg) experiences with work and cultural reintegration

Goldstein, Joshua. "War and Gender", Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender. 1st ed. 2003. Retrieved 9 June 2009 <http://www.springerlink.com/content/p42403xlp9ru4124/fulltext.pdf>.
In many present-day gathering–hunting and agrarian societies, special gender taboos apply to

weapons, and special practices focus on men’s roles as warriors. Sometimes war and hunting are the only two spheres of social life to exclude women.

-pp. 108

Different cultures fight in very different ways, and for different purposes. Thus, the connection of war with gender is more stable, across cultures and through time, than are either gender roles outside war or the forms and frequency of war (Goldstein, 2001, pp. 6–9).

-pp. 108

Not only do societies use gender in various ways to enable successful participation in war, but war in turn strongly influences a range of gender relationships within those societies. Without war, cultural patterns of sex and gender would be substantially different.

-pp. 115

Fried, Morton, Marvin Harris, and Robert Murphy. War: The Anthropology of Armed Conflict and Aggression. New York: The Natural History Press, 1968.

-Chapter review: Is human aggression taught or instinctual?

While we often think of aggression as maladaptive, it is obvious that under certain conditions aggression is an asset to an animal when it prolongs its life and opportunities for passing its genes to the next generation. Animals are up against thigns from member of their own species as well as from different species, e.g., predators. Man is hardly an exception, and it should occasion no surprise that he is biologically capable of perceiving threat to his existence and reacting to such threats aggressively.

-pp. 36

Selection operated not only on his aggressive potentialities, but on the rest of his social behavior as well. Man is capable of great degrees of cooperation, empathy, sympathy, sacrifice, the deferment of gratification, exceedingly strong bonds to others closely related to him, and extraordinary ties with numerous symbolic constructs involving religious, ideological, and material maters.


-pp. 36

Man is the only animal with language and an adaptation based on the sharing and use of arbitrary symbol systems. He is the only animal with plural role responsibilities and the animal who lives under differential power allocations that can be decided arbitrarily, i.e., without reference to biological attributes.

-pp.37

It does not seem unlikely that we retain, as Darwin suggested, some of these non-verbal communication devices to allay violent actions and reactions, but it also seems certain that there is a heavy cultural or learning component in the genesis of such gestures, and it remains a problem to decide which are universal or specific for different cultures. The fact that they exist in all cultures suggests that conflict is a structural property of human societies. In the human case, the range of stimuli that can evoke aggression is exceedingly varied and complex, and aggressional tendencies can last long beyond the emotional state of anger, and can continue to occur in the absence of the attitude of hostility. 

-pp. 38

In general, as the brain grows and so does the child’s reality picture of the world, his expectations of his parents’ and peers’ behavior, and his control of rage. In early stages, rage is sudden, explosive yet quick to subside and be forgotten. With maturation the thresholds for such expression rise, but once exceeded, the rage and anger are longer in duration, and subsequent brooding or hostile periods are prolonged.

-pp. 40

-idea of sustaining hate or rage against people for actions that they have done in the past

The same symbolism that enhances sentimental bonds between kinsmen, and symbolically defined groups outside of biological relationships (clan, tribe, state, nation, ideology), bring in their wake its antithesis: extra- group aggressional tendencies. Role differentiation and intra-group commitments generate frustration, pain and conflict.


-pp. 47

Loyd, Anthony. My war gone by, I miss it so. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2000.

-Find out the meaning of the title of the book? Does he miss his friends from war?

-The title is a cynical and sarcastic comment on the War he experiences
Listen to some of the revisionist junk being spouted by the post-conflict generation of journalists and NATO representatives in Sarajevo and you begin to wonder if they are even talking about the same war.


So when a friend of mixed American and Yugoslav blood asked me if I would like to go back into the forest with him to find the body of a relative, I readily agreed. Anything was better than listening to the war crimes spokesman. My friend was fine company, having hung out in Bosnia for much of the war, which meant I could be sure that he would not grate my nerves with sermonizing.


-pp. 5

Faces, sounds and lights began to move in my mind over the dark screen of the foliage; there was the crackle of flames and screech of shellfire; Darko and The Jokers; and old woman with her broken teeth falling bloodily down her chest; a girl’s severed ear; the last letter in its blue envelope; Hamdu, the Tigers and the final attack; frightened soldiers, the reek of smoke and clatter of a gunship. My war gone by, I miss it so. 


-pp. 8


-“Style”

We shared something together in Sarajevo so intimate and incommunicable, a humility and compassion among individuals unconnected by blood tie, which I have never found elsewhere. Some would call it the human spirit. Whatever it was, to discuss those times in London seemed an unbearable prospect: the needless wounding of a walk back into loss that I just could not face. I hope that they understand.


-pp. 321


-And yet, this book is a walk back?
Doucette, Fred. Empty Casing: A Soldier's Memoir of Sarajevo Under Siege. Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2008.

Any kid in his state would have devoured the candy, but he was looking at that little pin as if it were the gift of life. As I watched, he took the fastener off the back and pinned it on his grubby T-shirt. Once he had put it pinned on he looked at it, admiring the splash of colour he now possessed. Then he put the candy in his mouth and, like a man savouring a cool drink, put his head back, faced the sun and relished his good fortune. I realized I was looking at someone experienced far beyond his years. As I drove away, I left him basking in the midday sun.


-pp. 116

I thought, Interesting, after almost two months, and only after I inquired, did they realize I was special. It was as if they were required to ask us on paper how we were doing, but not required to tell us how we were doing. For them, it was simply a paper exercise that had no link to the mental health of the soldiers.


I was infuriated, and this just added fuel to the anger and resentment that had begun to boil in me since my return. No one gave a fuck! I booked an appointment with one of the social workers and tried to quell the rage I felt towards those who had never seen the face of war.


-pp. 172

What pissed me off, as well as the others who had been to Bosnia, was that no one was testing the clerks on typing, the mechanics on vehicle maintenance, the cooks on cooking; yet here we were, being put through endless training. It was as if we were required to do this training so that desk soldiers in Ottawa could tick the items off of a list and declare us operationally ready.

-pp. 187

Our eyes met. His dark brown eyes were wide with shock and surprise. They were burning a hole in me. He knew he was dying. Everyone is dying in this fucking war,I thought. But I said nothing. I knelt down beside him. His blood was pooling under his ass. I took care to notice where the blood was; I didn’t want to kneel in it, because I had only three pairs of combat pants and had no way of cleaning them. His life blood flowing out of him and I don’t want to get blood on my pants.

-pp. 190

THIS BOOK, which began as a small daily journal, grew to become a way for me to expand on my experiences and memories of Bosnia. I did not realize that “talking to the paper” would be therapeutic, but some of my demons have been laid to rest in these pages. I hope that the writing has also honoured all those who were caught up in the Balkan war.


-pp. 219

Zelizer, B. (1998). Remembering to Forget. Holocaust Memory Through the Camera’s Eye. Chicago and London: Chicago University Press.

Yet other reporters addressed the general inadequacy of news language, claiming that the content of the atrocity story challenged existing standards of language appropriateness.


-pp. 84

Bercuson, David. Significant Incident. Toronto: Mcclelland & Stewart Inc., 1996.

No one in the chain of command seems to have questioned the feasibility or appropriateness of sending Canadian troops on a Chapter VII peace-enforcement mission at that late juncture. No one hesitated to send a unit with obvious disciplinary problems into a possible combat environment even though disciplinary problems always undermine combat effectiveness.


-pp. 229

The boredom, the cynicism, and the lack of anything to do off duty led some of the men to excessive drinking. The Airborne had long been noted for its high incidence of alcoholism, excessive drinking, and alcohol-related crimes.


-pp. 235

But ultimately, Matchee and Brown killed Arone because Canada’s people, government, military, and specifically its army have failed to keep real soldiers, combat effectiveness, and traditional military leadership at the centre of the Canadian army. That failure was caused by the remarkable apathy Canadians have towards their military and their failure to understand that nations that aspire to keep their independence and preserve their way of life must have armies that are prepared to fight wars.

-pp. 238-239

Mazrui, Ali. "Journal of Asian and African Studies." The Warrior Tradition and the Masculinity of War 12 (1977): 69-81.

In cultures which are otherwise vastly different, the role of the warrior has been reserved for men. “Our sons are our warriors.” This is virtually universal. 

Again, in cultures which are otherwise vastly different, crimes of violence have been disproportionately committed by men. The jails of the world bear solemn testimony to the basic masculinity of violent crime.
Is there a connection between this masculinity of violent crime and the preponderant masculinity of the military profession? The barracks and the prisons have a majority of men. Is ts link between warriorhood and mafiahood accidental? Or are there organic interconnections between the two?

-pp. 69

-men have an instinctual attitude to be more aggressive and violent than women?

Images of valour, courage, endurance, and maturity have, in different societies, been intimately related to the role of the male in social and military affairs. Sexual division of labour has been both a cause and an effect of a range of social symbols defining boundaries or propriety and congruence. We have discussed this in a related context of the warrior tradition in relation to the origins of the State.


-pp. 69

The move from the spear to the intercontinental ballistic missile amounts to some extent to the demasculation of warfare. Face to face warfare make greater demands on individual courage than does destruction by remote control.


-pp. 70

-Technology reduces the masculinity of war and fighting, as the requirement of skill and strength for the warrior is replaced with mere technological advancements


-ie suicide bombers and child soldiers
Pre-eminent among the more obvious shared aspects is, firstly, the link between the warrior and the concept of manhood. These are quite fundamental linkages and carry a variety of implications. 

Adulthood is related to notions of self-reliance. The adult is he who has a capacity to earn his own living and maintain his own homestead.


-pp. 75

One became a warrior when one was presumed to be capable of protecting cattle, or defending land, or collectively fighting to protect the clan. A heavy element of self-reliance was thus built into the concept of warrior because of its link with the concept of adulthood.


-pp.75


-confirms that warriors and soldiers are trained/made

But as military technology advanced, pure muscle became less relevant. The preponderance of men in the fighting profession became less justifiable in terms of the muscular technology of combat. To press the button of a B-52 on a bombing mission over North Vietnam was an assignment which did not need a man’s finger. Yet the great majority of those who fought in the Vietnam war were man.


-pp. 78

Is the explanation biological or cultural? Are men more violent because of upbringing and socialization or because of higher biological aggressivity in their nature? 

Experiments have indicated a definite difference in levels of aggressivity  between male and female in other creatures. 

-pp. 78

A major reason behind the relative powerlessness of women in politics may lie in their military impotence. Sexual division of labour had reserved the role of the warrior disproportionately for the male of the species. In so doing it also helped to reserve the role of the ruler for the male also.


-pp. 78

Podles, Leon. "Love in the Trenches, Masculinity and the Military, by author Leon J. Podles. Books & Articles, Online.." Leon J. Podles. http://www.podles.org/Masculinity-and-the-Military.htm (accessed June 17, 2009).

Instead, masculinity is a social construct, that is, a pattern of behavior and expectations that inform men how they ought to behave—indeed, what they ought to be. It is, to be sure, based on unalterable biological facts and tendencies, and it taps into the libidinal energy of the psyche, but masculinity is not a necessary biological development. Boys do not have to grow up to be masculine, to be men in the fullest sense of the word. Indeed, it is difficult for a boy to mature into a man.

-pp. 3

Society naturally accepts the loss of its men, because the male is less central—biologically—to the species than is the female. A society can sustain itself even if most of its males are killed; it cannot do so if most of its females are killed.


-pp. 3

Boys are trained at a very early age to bear pain.


-pp. 4

Once, during a soccer game, he got kicked hard in the face and started crying. The game had to be called briefly, and the other boys started complaining about cry babies and not being able to take it. He went on to score the only goal of the game, so the other boys shut up, but it was apparent to all that the social pressure to "play the man" begins very early for a boy.


-pp. 4-5
-societal and cultural pressure of teaching our children (mostly boys) to not be “cry babies” or emotional

Boys also are trained to sacrifice themselves for their family and their community. Only if they are willing to do so are they recognized as men. This training takes all sorts of forms. The Spartans made their boys steal for food or starve.


-pp. 5


-societal and culture pressures and norms
-suggests that the idea of soldiers are trained to endure pain and self sacrifice for others, and also because in our culture it signifies “masculinity”
**Custom of sacrificing the first son to priesthood
It bears repeating: men are trained to sacrifice and even to die for their community. American men well learn this lesson, and are willing to serve their country and even to die for it. But one's "country" becomes something of an abstraction on the battlefield. Those who have been in combat report that, in fact, the soldier fights and dies, not for his country, but for his comrades—those in his platoon or regiment. Similarly, when facing a battle, men will go to almost certain death because they know that if they flee, someone else—a comrade—would have to fight and die instead.


-pp. 6

The only common characteristic of the identity of comradeship is masculinity, because masculinity is, at heart, a willingness to sacrifice oneself even unto violent, bloody death for the other.


-pp. 11


** interesting social construction of masculinity; self sacrifice was also gendered with the first martyrs – Ste Perpetuas’ baby presented to her so that she denies her faith; young women Christian brought into prostitution houses and raped at repetition; see Ste Perpetua & Felicity, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetua, which is opposed to other martyrs such as Polycarp, Polyeucte, etc
Sion, Liora. "Reinterpreting Combat Masculinity: Dutch peacekeeping in Bosnia and Kosovo." Sociologie 3 (2007): 95-111.

Infantry NCO (Non Commissioned Officer) in Bosnia: “Infantry is the ‘Tour of

Duty,’ it is walking in the woods with real men, camouflaged, with gear and

with…your weapon ready…if you see the enemy you…attack him…rain or no

rain it doesn’t matter, you must do it. This is infantry, sleeping outside, having a

tough time, hardly eating, hardly sleeping and only fight. Yes, fighting – this is

the infantry.”


-pp. 1

Moreover, in many societies the military is still widely considered to be the bastion of male identity and the place where “boys” are turned into “men” through the construction of military service as a rite of passage into manhood (Arkin and Dubrofsky 1978; Ben-Ari 2001; Enloe 1988: 15; Sion 1997).


-pp. 1-2

Within this rite recruits are required to express attributes identified with

combat roles such as emotional control, composure, risk-taking, endurance and fortitude

in the face of difficulties. Therefore, it is participation in combat that is considered by

soldiers to be the main test through which military masculinity is achieved (Badinter

1995; Enloe 1988; Morgan 1994; Sion 1997).


-pp. 2

Infantry soldiers have a more

prestigious and masculine self-image than artillery, whose self-image is shaped in the

shadow of the infantry as second best:


-pp. 7

Infantry soldiers have a stronger professional pride and a higher self-esteem. Most of them chose the infantry and were satisfied with their decision. They perceive the infantry

as the only “real” military service, real in the sense of doing a physical and dirty job that

involves direct confrontation with the enemy and therefore with danger.


-pp. 7

-idea that relates masculinity to the life of a soldier; danger, fighting, and physically/mentally demanding 

The army is a masculinized organization, in which masculinity is highly valued and which disproportionately benefits male soldiers. The army's organizational logic assumes that soldiers are male, even if this is not explicitly stated.


-pp. 9

This does not mean that men are essentially made for war and women for peace, as

some scholars argue (DeGroot 2001; Salla 2001). Rather, that the military as a

masculinized organization highly values combat traits which are perceived as masculine.

Hence, despite far-reaching political, social and technological changes, the warrior still

plays a key symbol of masculinity and obtains the masculine hegemonic image in the

military (Cameron 1994; Morgan 1994).

-pp. 9

Literature on soldiering argues that combat masculinity is constructed mainly through

discipline and obedience to military hierarchy, which demands a high level of selfcontrol,

both physical and mental (Ben Ari 1998; Sasson Levi 2002; Sion 1997).


-pp. 17

Performing well in battle and showing endurance, self-control,

perseverance and composure become an indicator, a mark that one has successfully

become a man (Sion 1997; Ben-Ari, 1998). Very little has been written, however, on

soldiers who perform other roles than combat (Sasson-Levi 2002).

Soldiers' masculinity in Grizzly and Bulldog is based on mastering emotions. Yet, since

their main challenge is not combat but rather performing monotonous and boring jobs in

harsh conditions, their main challenges are to handle boredom, bad weather and lack of

sleep without complaining.


-pp. 18

No matter how hard the conditions were, the expectations from soldiers in Grizzly and

Bulldog were that they should not openly complain. They often used the word

overdrijven to describe soldiers who “overreact” or “exaggerate” emotionally.


-pp. 18

-as the quote above illustrates as well, this may be the cause for the hard headedness, stubbornness and refusal for help with soldiers, as they feel it makes them less masculine (less of a man)

**Your last quote tells me that you are starting to get somewhere with the concept of masculinity; as you wrote above, masculinity is self sacrifice for the fellow soldier, but with no tear, and with no intention to help the weak and weeping one. 
Do they admire this strength and desire to self sacrifice in their enemies?  In the CMJ 9:4 (2009; not out yet), one of the authors talks of the Afghanis like if they were all heroes; he talks of what we should learn from them; a little bit like the Iroquois who wished to become as courageous as Brébeuf by becoming him, by drinking his blood. Who will typically respect the enemy, who will typically want to eliminate all of them? Linked to Rank, trade, experience? 

-Soldiers that go on deployment, mostly in 3rd world countries that are poor, seem to leave with strong beliefs of the reason for their deployment “to promote democracy in this underdeveloped country” however quite a number of soldiers return and tell stories of how they admire the country’s culture

-right now in Afghanistan soldiers are returning with the attitude that the Afghani culture/beliefs of a strong community relationship is much better than our materialistic view of the world
-the reason why these soldiers may develop these attitudes is because they unknowingly share a common relationship with these Afghanis, as they live in a poorer country they value materials lesser than us and they value each other and the community in much higher regards
-This is exactly what the soldier experiences during tours, as they are ripped away from their houses, cars and other “valuable” items and are left with their kit and the soldier next to them

*-is there a difference between the regular infantry soldiers, and the Special Forces operating in theaters of war?
-in Bravo Two Zero, the author does not seem to have that common attitude of detest for others (civilians) that have not experienced what he has experienced, as he reminds himself constantly that is the reason why they pay him? Whereas some soldiers returning for their tours are upset with their children for refusing food

-Is money an issue for the professional soldier?

** this quite legitimate question reminds me that we should ask this question somehow (indirectly) and write down a table of the reasons why people got enrolled (challenge, money, did not know better, sports, cohesion, etc), and see if these motivations are linked to a specific type of reaction to war (challenged or not; sensitive or not to the sum of money they get paid, or traumatized by the fact that their wealthy family and friends complain in front of food, etc.)

Haas, J. (Ed.). (1990). The anthropology of war. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Natural Selection: species survival, reproduction

Cultural Selection: material resources outreaching (Land, etc.), war (p. 4)

Preadaptation: culture that has not been influenced by selection; involves an interpretation, a cultural understanding of cultural changes (p. 7)

3 forces for continuation of conflict (once begun) (p. 9):

1. Revenge

2. Respond to competition with competition (vs cooperation); physical conflict is dominant over peaceful strategy

3. Class or common interest of those members of a group whose special business is to fight or prepare to fight a war – warriors, chiefs, military-industrial complex

Personalities and skills of leaders do make a difference (warriors can be pride in cruelty or not (p. 43)

* in hyper organized structures (CF), the leader has very little power, influence, it all goes by itself; it is the opposite of kingdoms, where centralization is based on the personality of the king

*In Haas, 3 tribes would be cruel, because it was institutionalized by the king; the more he is powerful, the more he eats his enemies; extreme gesture of violence against the enemy; different from Iroquois who would ingest courage (admiration). Achilles was more like the cruel ones…

This is particularly true since hatred of the enemy is certainly the kind of personal interest hypothesized to be stronger in egalitarian than in hierarchical societies. There is evidence to supoort the weak role of impulsive aggression in state-level warfare. Research reported in The American Soldier (Stouffer et al., 1949) is clear in showing that pay, medals, ideals, and hatred of the enemy were only seldom mentioned as reasons for fighting. The greatest reason was not wanting to let down the other members of the squad, or to lose their esteem and support. Similarly, Marshall’s Men Against Fire (1947) reports that only about a quarter of American combat troops would use their weapons against the enemy, even when hard pressed.


-pp. 18 

When warfare is as violent and unrelenting as it was in the Cauca Valley and Fiji, and mutual slaughter on the battlefield leaves the survivors without fathers or brothers or sons, an ever-increasing tide of hatred is engendered toward the enemy. And as the killing continues, this feeling becomes so strong as to know no bounds and to seek the most vehement form of expression. Sooner or later in the escalation of outrages and indignities heaped by one side on the other, the final rung on the ladder is almost bound to be reached. And that rung is cannibalism. 


-pp. 206

-the “escalation of outrages” (hate) vs the “eating of enemies to gain courage” (admiration)

Now if an entire island or valley should become politically unified, warfare might come to an end or at least be substantially curtailed.


-pp. 210


-like Louis XIV


-like African kings, but they mix cruelty to their religious practices


=Bokassa

Hutchings, Kimberly. "Making Sense of Masculinity and War." Men and Masculinities 10 (2008): 389-404.

The overwhelming message of existing scholarship on war and gender is that masculinity1 is crucial to the ways in which war2 gains its meaning and legitimacy in social life. This idea has even gained recognition in the international policy community, which has recently begun to take on board the view that masculinity can be seen as a significant explanatory variable in political violence and therefore as a problem that needs to be addressed by institutional actors seeking to limit levels of political violence in the twenty-first-century world (Breines, Connell, and Eide 2000).


-pp. 390-391
Hartsock (1989) argued that the ideology of masculinity, which, she claimed, reflected the interests

of particular elite groups of men across time, was the root cause of war and militarism in Western cultures.

-pp. 391

In the gender and war literature, there is a great deal of common ground in the range of values that provide the content of dominant ideals of masculinity in the context of the military and war. Barrett’s (2001) list in relation to the U.S. Navy includes risk taking, discipline, technological mastery, excitement operating machines, stoicism under hardship, absence of emotion, and rational calculation.

-pp. 393

In Van Creveld’s analysis, feminization has a double meaning. On one hand, feminization refers to the fact that there are now many more women in the professional militaries of advanced industrial societies; on the other hand, feminization refers to a process of decline in the capacity to engage in so-called real war. Evidence for the latter thesis is found in the decline of participation in major interstate conflicts by Western powers and the increasing use of the military for peacekeeping or humanitarian intervention purposes in the

post–Cold War period.

-pp. 395


-feminization of war and militaries (Western countries)

The development of smart weapons, which can discriminate between legitimate and illegitimate targets; the zero casualty rates among the allies in the Gulf War; the reaction by the United States to the relatively small number of casualties in the humanitarian intervention in Somalia; and the choice of air strikes, rather than ground troops, for intervention in Kosova all signify a shift in the values underpinning the making of war, from a warrior culture (in which death in war is existentially meaningful) to one in which

human rights have come to dominate.

-pp. 397

-the development and changes of war, as it becomes more about technology than it does about the skills of the traditional warrior, strength, power and aggressiveness 
-reduces the masculinity of war

**gives more chance to women?

However, more fundamental is the shift that Coker argues is happening in war toward the posthuman. This shift is driven by the dominance of instrumental attitudes to war and the technologies now available, which increasingly (literally) take the human out of the field of conflict into a virtual environment, or which enable the management of the stress responses of soldiers through biotechnological means. For Coker, this means that the human element is taken out of war, and war loses its existential and social meaning.


-pp. 397

** I wonder to what extent this really applies to soldiers who are over there; do they feel disconnected from their humanity once at war, and if yes, is it because of biotechnological means employed? And don’t these means bring another dimension to existential and social meaning, such as, how does the society (Canada) deal with the side effects of chemistries used in such wars (1st Gulf War)?
In all three of the previous cases, our understanding and evaluation of war is secured through its association with masculinity, made evident through the simultaneous contrast and continuity between different masculinized values and practices. The formal dependence of the valorization of one form of masculinity on its aberrant, pathological, past or future others is made very clear. War may be criticized from the standpoint of the human, but only when the human is a variant of the masculine, whether as cosmopolitan law enforcer, existential hero, or technology-savvy citizen.

-pp. 400

The crucial characteristic that is shared by all masculinity discourses is that they are not feminine. It is the fixed value hierarchy ascribed to masculine and feminine that provides the means through which discrimination between different forms of masculinity becomes possible. But it is also the fixity of the

masculine/feminine distinction that enables the differentiation of, for instance, courage, rationality, and discipline as different aspects or gradations of masculinity, that is to say, as having something in common as well as being hierarchically differentiated according to context. In accounts of war and the military in the gender and war literature and in theories of the changing nature of war, the formal differentiation of war from the feminine is the flip side of the war–masculinity relation. And as with masculinity in a positive sense, it appears that the negative relation of femininity to war holds, regardless of what the feminine might mean.

-pp. 401-402


-contrast of masculinity and femininity in the military/war

*Dallaire: the most known mentally affected person; honesty about the mission : “we failed because we did not care about you, etc), his belief that he would be 

*Start reading some testimonies from the field journalists; think of a matrix in which to categorize their answers: reasons of enrolment, nb of missions, what they talk about – kids, poverty, hate, admiration, saving kids, questioning humanity, feeling helpless, feeling challenged and useful, etc.

*General Dallaire wanted to use himself as a self sacrifice to force the international community to act upon these atrocities, as a high ranking officer sanctioned by the UN as a commander of a UN mission would draw attention
The War Tapes: 


-Call to arms, is a patriotic calling and desire 

-desire to fight, training a football player and never getting to play

-politics, haliburton & KBR, making a profit through the military and the war


-profit and money outweighs safety of all soldiers (regardless of American, Iraqi or others), however KBR employees are important

-the de-humanization of the enemy occurs in each war, through masking them with sand bags, calling them hodgies, anyone who isn’t American or American-like
-feeling of helplessness, against IEDs, mortars, suicide bombers and the unknowing
-perspective, the American culture and ideology vs the Iraqi society and culture


-freedom fighters or terrorists

-groupthink, affects the soldiers and their mentality
-its only a deployment for them, they do come home, it ends for them it will not affect their everyday life
-the image of the soldier returning home and sitting on the couch, tired

-change and transformation of the soldier’s desire to go to War, never want to return, and believes it’s someone else’s turn to go over

-no one understands or cares what life is like over there, and what they experience


-they change, people’s mentality change from those experiences

Barker, Jennifer. "A hero will rise": the myth of the fascist man in fight club and Gladiator." Literature-Film Quarterly 36 (2008): 171-187.

-- both films are obsessed with male virility and strength, overcoming weak, decadent, liberal governments, using violence rather than dialogue, and a charismatic hero who will make possible the mythical rebirth of a “nation” of true believers.


-pp. 172

Nye, Robert. "Western Masculinities in War and Peace." American Historical Review April (2007): 417-438.

Thus began the first modern experiment in the creation of a form of masculinity peculiar to the modern nation-state, in which the citizen must carry within himself the qualities of a warrior, but as a warrior must also remain the citizen he will become again at conflict’s end.

-pp. 417
Women, conversely, had to wait until they achieved full citizenship in the modern state before being admitted to regular military service; their sex disqualified them from battle and disenfranchised them from politics, a fatal combination that left few openings through which they

might demonstrate their utility to the state.

-pp. 418
Sedgwick in particular demonstrated how homosocial relationships produced strong but often tender bonds between men at the price of powerful displacements of erotic anxiety onto women, homosexual men, and fears of the feminine in themselves.

-pp. 419
-these special “bonds” between soldiers may be a way for them to maintain that “feminine”/emotional attachment to others without threatening their masculine military image
Others point out that the boundary between the home front and the war front, between the putatively masculine domain of battle and the feminized sphere of domesticity and civilian life, is remarkably permeable. The indispensable masculine qualities of the combat soldier have altered little over the long run of modern history: personal courage, the willingness to sacrifice for comrades, the fear of shame or dishonor. Without these behavioral norms, fighting could never have endured for long.


-pp. 419-420
-the masculinity of the soldier and the soldier mentality has been developed and taught to soldiers over time and passed on throughout the years
But this minimalist definition does not consider the feminine aspects that inhere in the presumptively masculine homosocial bonds of soldierly life, nor does it acknowledge the network of connections with the feminine world beyond the battlefield that evoke memory and sustain hope of reintegration with peacetime society; and neither does it consider the dialectical relationship of combat masculinities with a range of other military and civilian masculinities that have reinforced or undermined the will to fight. The ideal qualities of soldiers and officers have also evolved over time, from semi-mercenaries led by noblemen to fellow citizens and members of the male sex, as that category came to be constituted in the course of the nineteenth century. By the twentieth century, the bodily “habitus” of a man—his physical appearance, gestures, and speech—had become a marker in which many believed they could read the qualities of manliness he ostensibly possessed. We have since learned that the seemingly inexorable modern convergence of male sex and male gender has been disrupted by a number of scientific, technical, and cultural developments.

-pp. 420
-states that there is a link between the reintegration of soldiers from war and the feminine world, which suggests that reintegration into society (being social) and peace is part of the feminine culture and attitude
One might argue that in the course of the nineteenth century, especially as warfare became more industrial and less a matter of hand-to-hand fighting, the personal honor that now resided in the individual soldier was shared with the nation in a kind of reciprocal embodiment, just as the ancient Greek citizen-soldier’s honor had been subsumed in the polis.

-pp. 421

-the beginning of the end of the “masculinity” of war, transition of that personal fighting where soldier face to face to a more de-humanized type of warfare
-illustrates the idea of the citizen-soldier aspect of warfare, as honour and battle celebrations/mourning are shared with the soldiers’ respectable communities
The aim was to embed respect for arms, “hardness,” and sacrifice in men so that these “masculine ideals became the content of the character of the citizen-soldier.”

-pp. 421


-development of that masculine, hard and self sacrificing (heroic) image of the soldier
Nonetheless, much as he might love and identify with his country, the citizen-soldier fought for and under the scrutiny of his comrades in arms, out of the need to defend his personal honor and that of the fatherland, or—which amounts to the same thing—to avoid shame.

-pp. 421-422

-although soldiers may not approve or agree with the reasons of the war or fights, the peer pressure of their fellow comrades forces them to avoid ridicule and shame
“Among the many things that a citizen learned in his practice of citizenship was the value of masculinity, which in turn allowed a man to claim the right to possess the nation and to risk his life in its behalf.”

-pp. 422

-masculinity was considered a necessity for a citizen before they were allowed to have the honour to serve and possibly die for their country
-illustrates the relationship between masculinity the soldier as it has been intertwined with each other in different societies and cultures

Frantzen argues that if combat soldiers in the Great War did not imagine their willingness to sacrifice in exactly the same way as the medieval knight, dying heroically out of love for one’s comrades and nation was its functional equivalent. He rightly takes issue with historians who see sacrificial discourses as self-deception; men risk their lives for other men when they are convinced that other men are risking their lives for them.

-pp. 422-423
-soldiers’ mentality in war, the willingness that they have to endure pain, suffering and even death for fellow comrades but only if it’s for a soldier with the same attitude as them
The twentieth-century emphasis on a fit body as the foundation of a soldier’s military masculinity represented the first signs of a separation between sex and gender that we now take for granted, but during and after the two world wars this meant that a disabling wound was perceived and perhaps experienced as more deeply emasculating than in earlier wars, because it threatened the “performance and thus the bodily experience of an identity identified as masculine.”

-pp. 424
-masculinity and a soldier’s military ability/expertise is directly related with their physical ability and strength
Occasionally, military masculinities are self-consciously cultivated in schools and all-male organizations by political elites, but they may also emerge spontaneously from the circumstances

of male sociability.

-pp. 426

Along with headmasters and sport-conscious politicians such as Theodore Roosevelt, it was those who wrote about sport, not the athletes themselves, who created the narratives of masculine competition, character, and the virtues of fitness.

-pp. 427

Demobilization obliged a man to shed his soldier’s life and the homosocial world that had sustained it and cross back into the “feminized zone” of women and noncombatants to become a civilian again, the sooner the better for all concerned.

-pp.430
-related to the idea of the citizen (society) life is more feminine orientated, whereas the life of the soldier is masculine dominated
As men, soldiers continued to dispose of the sacrificial dividend granted all combat troops, but finding a job, resuming family life, and curbing aggression were now their primary tasks, and most men made the transition with great difficulty. Men felt resentment at those who had stayed behind, including their wives, and the traditional patriarchal obligation to control one’s wife was a particularly exigent aspect of military masculinity.

-pp. 430

-this quote illustrates the divide between soldiers and civilians (even their families), as they can not possibly understand what they feel or have gone through
-in addition, this could illustrate the change that soldiers go through once they experience the intensities pressures and feelings of war and combat
Thomas Ku¨hne goes further still, arguing that comradeship was “coded feminine,” a camouflage” for the “male” violence that was the norm of front-line fighting. The “myth” of a caring and supportive comradeship, Ku¨hne writes, “served to smooth over symbolic contradictions, social differences, and emotional tensions” in a violent all-male world.60 In the heightened aggressiveness of World War II, the “femininity” expressed in comradeship became the “fundamental pillar of being a man,” as well as a basis for empathic understanding on the part of mothers, wives, and sisters. Nonetheless, Ku¨hne concludes, this comradely femininity only balanced the tensions between a sublimated homosexuality and the heterosexual norm; it did “not question the hierarchy of the sexes, but stabilized it.”

-pp. 432

-comradeship = soldier’s femininity

-the word comradeship and comrades was merely a method of maintaining the masculinity of war and the soldier, so that soldier did not appear to be weak

Ruddell, Caroline. "Extrapolation." Viritity and Vulnerability, Splitting and Masculinity in Fight Club: A Tale of Contemporary Male Identity Issues 48 (2007): 493-503.

Tyler is represented as attractive to women (Marla), innovative, strong, and very much a “man’s man.” The Narrator then, has created Tyler as everything that he is not, and in many ways all of Tyler’s attributes are grounded in his masculinity.

-pp. 495

-the image of masculinity is portrayed as the attractive, innovative, strong, and heroic man, although not a soldier the strength of the man is necessary as he is involved in violence
Tyler’s character leans on displays and images of masculinity to seduce the Narrator and spectator; Tyler quite literally is Grosz’s idea of an “imaginary anatomy” for the Narrator.


-pp.  498

He takes the Narrator away from is obsession with furniture and clothes (traditionally coded as feminine), to a place where he lives with no comfort, and with many other men, reminiscent of warriors or Gladiators. Tyler therefore perhaps represents a movement in the character towards a more extreme masculinized status and the film therefore perhaps highlights the damage caused by “gendering” emotions and behaviour.


-pp. 499


-relationship between soldiers, warriors, and the heroic image


-the willingness of men (soldiers) to endure suffering and pain to prove their masculinity
Roper, Michael. "Re-remembering the Soldier Hero: the Psychic and Social Construction of Memory in Personal Narratives of the Great War." History Workshop Journal 50 (2000): 181-204.

Rather, it treats re-remembering as a process motivated by the psychic needs of the past and present. In so doing it seeks to develop an approach to the study of personal testimony of war which gives a full account of the structuring of individual memory by the unconscious.

-pp. 183


-

It has demonstrated that the individual experience of war is always represented within public narratives of soldiering.

-pp. 183


-

Williams, Christine. "Qualitative Sociology." Militarized Masculinity 17 (1994): 415-422.

Despite the growing numbers of women in the military, no other institution in the US is morel closely associated with masculinity. For many men, their sense of themselves as masculine is deeply tied to military prowess and adventure. This definition of masculinity is reinforced by popular movies, books, and television shows that glorify men who have “the right stuff” – the will, energy, and brute strength to compete in violent struggles with other men.

-pp. 415

-This quote yet again is another example of how the military, specifically the US (North American), is full of masculinity

-The idea of manliness and masculinity is again described as displaying “will, energy and brute strength to compete in violent struggles with other men.”

The Morning After examines how beliefs about masculinity and femininity are both incorporated into and reproduced by nation-states. Enloe argues that basic concepts of citizenship, rights, and national security are infused with gendered meanings and presuppositions; in her view, “militarism wouldn’t work unless men accept certain norms about masculinity and women abide by certain strictures of femininity” (p. 120). These gender norms are typically decided upon by groups of men who incorporate them into national policies.

-pp. 417

-Suggests that society decides which aspects of itself are incorporated with masculinity or femininity, the social norms, as the military for one is designed to be dominated by masculinity and not femininity

By focusing on the concrete specificity of women’s militarized experiences, she argues, the gendered character of war becomes apparent, as do the complex social and cultural arrangements that sustain international conflict.

-pp. 418

Like Jeffords, Gibson shows how wartime adventure books, magazines, and movies written and produced in the post Vietnam era glorify war as a means to affirm American values and masculine prowess. America has always had a war culture, but according to Gibson, what is new about its current incarnation is that the wars are now fought with or without official approval; in fact, most of the heroes of this genre are “paramilitary warriors who are most often hostile to official legal and police authorities” (p. 29). Furthermore, the New War is a “war without end” (p. 30); enemies lurk everywhere, always threatening to destroy all forms of goodness on the planet. Consequently, the warrior male must be ever-vigilant and physically prepared to kill at any moment. And killing in the New War culture becomes an unbelievable savage act. Gibson notes that John Wayne and the other old war heroes always killed their adversaries with a single bullet: typically one small red dot would appear on the bad guy’s chest to indicate his demise. In today’s New War films, in contrast, the enemy is pulverized into a bloody mess with incredible brutality.


-pp. 419

-War and the warrior culture has changed, no longer simple and gentlemen like as war is now full of brutal and “savage” acts of violence

*as a “compensation” for the emasculinization and dehumanization of the war because of technological warfare, there is the war without end with enemies all over the place that obliges males (soldiers) to be ever-vigilant and that allows them to be brutal.
Braudy, Leo. From Chivalry to Terrorism. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.

Biological difference, male and female, is consequently not directly equivalent to masculine and feminine, unless a lot of crucial details are left out. Sex, in other words, is not the same gender. The causalities of the body, eagerly seized upon in a scientific age as ways to understand male and female, are scarcely so simple or direct. Biochemistry may initiate behaviour, but environment reinforces it and keeps it going. There are other signals – a mother’s smile, a ritual dance, or a heroic story – that encourage individual expressions of both male and female behavior. Communal life in all its aspects, the life of others, is as much a stimulant as are hormones. In the branch of recent developmental research that emphasizes upbringing, it appears that such factors as absentee parents and brutality actually have the potential of altering brain chemistry. The common computer metaphor of the hardware of genetic predisposition and the software of cultural setting (so similar to Marx’s distinction between economics as base reality and culture as mere superstructure) needs to be dropped in favor of one that emphasizes a complex reciprocity. 

-pp. 13

No longer would orgasm be the virtually exclusive property of men. At the same time, postwar research into endocrinology had led to the development of a contraceptive pill that could be taken by women. With this scientific innovation, some control of the results of sexual behavior passed into women’s hands, engendering a greater degree of sexual equality between men and women: the fear of unwanted pregnancy could be removed, and the erotic side of sexuality distinguished decisively from the procreative.


-pp. 535


-links with the withdrawal of pornography from the messes

*behavioral transformations after customs change – women now have weapons, act more like “men” (re M Mendes’ suicide)

It is as often fought for abstract ideas and symbols as it is for tangible gain, and especially in modern war those abstractions are particulary important for inspiring soldiers to battle. This is the prime function of propaganda, which awakens personal concepts of honor and attempts to tie them to the larger structures of nation and ideology. But as nations become more ethnically varied, the casual line from biology to instinct to individual behavior to social action to global concerns becomes more and more complex, if it can be said to exist at all. Like racialist theories of blood nationalism that aim to maintain the cohesion of the in-group through hostility to the out-group, theories of innate human nature seem doomed to vanish in a more pluralistic world. Like Hitler’s assumption that an ethnically pure Germany would easily defeat the “mongrel” United States and its immigrant armies, they presume to explain everything by a few basic principles, and end up explaining not very much at all.

-pp. 541

It was later, after what appeared to be American victories, that the more bellicose rhetoric took over, including the effort to expand the war to the “axis of evil” – an obvious attempt to apply the language and the emotional associations of World War II to the perceived new threat.


-pp. 546


Is it possible to separate the rhetoric of heroism, honor, and masculinity from the specific arena of warfare and weapons? The idea of the military hero as the man on whom all other men must pattern themselves infects the tangled nexus of war, masculine honor, and sexuality as well.


-pp. 546

Instead of the monolithic states of interwar fascism, the world has in the last half century moved toward a greater number of multicultural states, whose diverse makeup reflects the new waves of immigration for economic interests that followed World War II. More than ever before, the populations of the industrialized countries represent not racial purity but a rainbow of the rest of the world, and the conflict is not so much between nations as it is between the forces of commonality and the forces of exclusion. But this diversity, which has nurtured the acceptance of racial, religious, and ethic difference, has become the enemy for the most militant groups. In a changing world, not changing becomes the mark of virtue. Rigid styles of masculinity that have evolved for cultural situations that no longer exist and for reasons that are no longer functional are brought back as the ideological core of a refusal to engage with the present.

-pp. 548

Hearn, Jeff. "Feminist Theory." From hegemonic masculinity to the hegemony of men 5 (2004): 49-72.

It considers what might be called the social construction of the body in both boys’ and adult men’s practices. In discussing ‘the physical sense of maleness’, Connell marks out the social importance of sport as ‘the central experience of the school years for many boys’ (1983: 18), emphasizing the practices and experiences of taking and occupying space, holding the body

tense, and skill, as well as size, power, force, strength, physical development and sexuality.

-pp. 56
There are also persistent question marks around what is actually to count as hegemonic masculinity. Is it a cultural ideal, cultural images, even fantasy? Is it summed up in the stuff of heroes? Is it toughness, aggressiveness, violence? Or is it corporate respectability? Is it simply heterosexist homophobia? Is it the rather general persistence of patriarchal gender arrangements?

-pp. 58

-ideas and suggestions that help illustrate the meaning of masculinity, and hegemonic masculinity

-is masculinity developed and taught from our culture, society (cultural images and norms)
-suggests that there is a connection between that heroic image and masculinity, heroic being that image of self-sacrificing, pain enduring individual
Margaret Wetherell and Nigel Edley (1999) have identified three much more specific ‘imaginary positions and psycho-discursive practices’ in the negotiating of hegemonic masculinity and their identification with the masculine. These are: heroic positions, ‘ordinary’ positions, and rebellious  positions.

-pp. 58

As Mark Surman (1994) puts it: ‘Hegemony is taking one way of seeing things, and convincing people that this way of seeing things is natural, that it is “just the way things are”.’ This sense of ‘naturalness’, including ‘naturalness’ about men and the way men are, may itself be becoming increasingly subject to globalizing social forces and processes (Connell, 1998).

-pp. 61

-the image of masculinity and the role it plays within our society and culture, including the military, seems to have been taught and excepted by our society as a social norm, therefore people come to except this illustration of men (soldier)

Berdal, Mats. "The United Nations, Peacebuilding, and the Genocide in Rwanda." Global Governance 11 (2005): 115-130.

-This article merely reviews the Rwandan genocide and the problems associated with the UN and these types of international incidents

-the failures of France, US and Belgium, as they had the means to deploy an emergency task force but only sanctioned one for the deportment of their nationals


-the weakness of the UN and their inability to make effective decisions


-the need for a stronger UN, a standing UN army

Fulton, E. Kaye. 1995. "Running on empty." Maclean's 108, no. 31: 31. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
In the steaming heat, they could do little but watch. Finally, on July 16, ill and malnourished, they abandoned their post. ``Noon on July 15 was the drop-dead date,'' Capt. Mark Perego told Maclean's after returning to the Canadian base. ``We had no food or water after that. We held on as long as we could.''
-Illustrates Canadian soldiers’ desire to continue fighting, carrying out their orders to complete the mission until they physically cannot do so anymore
The Bosnian government thwarted those plans by refusing to permit Canadians to help its own people. Said Capt. Jacques Poitras, a military spokesman: ``It is frustrating not to be able to help people when we know they need help.''

-The lack of NATO’s teeth and aggression do not allow the NATO/UN troops, Canadian soldiers, to use their training to deal with and assist those that require their help
-Frustration among soldiers of having the ability but not being able to use it, feeling of helplessness

``Every situation and every 10 km is different in Bosnia,'' said Perego, a 35-year-old 

soldier from Gagetown, N.B. ``Attitudes, beliefs or approaches, they are all different.''

-Soldiers were not adequately prepared for this type of conflict, as the had to follow specific, confusing rules and apply them all to vastly different situations and problems
-Its hard to implement one set of rules for a situation that has so many different variables and conditions

The final decision to abandon the post was both a blessing and a crushing disappointment. ``We did not want to give in,'' said Perego. ``But we were no longer prepared to risk our lives.''

-Lost faith in the mission and their support, as soldiers (warriors) are usually put in harm’s way risking their lives to achieve their mission, but these soldiers had experienced such a difficult situation that they had given up that desire to fight and risk their lives
Although politicians back home might disagree, Perego argues that the experience was Canadian peacekeeping in its truest sense. ``We're engaged in something completely different than what we are used to doing,'' the peacekeeper said. ``It's extremely frustrating, yet rewarding, too.''

-The situations that these Canadian soldiers are in, trained to keep the peace and protect those in need of help and yet being withheld from carrying out these actions due to political rules and regulations, creates this frustration and helplessness feeling of soldiers
Wallace, Bruce. 1994. "Mission impossible." Maclean's 107, no. 50: 28. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
Prisoners of war, held in reprisal for three feeble NATO air strikes at the Bosnian Serb army, which had defied the United Nations' line in the sand by blasting its way into the designated ``safe'' area around the town of Bihac in northwestern Bosnia.

-UN ROEs, regulations and abilities were so miniscule that they were unable to properly defend themselves (never mind the civilians) from Serb rebels
At week's end, it remained uncertain whether the Serbs would deliver on their 

promise to release their hostages. It appeared they were not merely thumbing their noses at the United Nations; they seemed determined to inflict humiliation.

The 39,173 members of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) are getting 

used to the feeling. The smell of retreat is in the air and, if the choppers are not yet on the roof of UNPROFOR headquarters in the Croatian capital of Zagreb, the drone of whirring blades is not far off.

-Mission is failing, as the UN is unable to take control over the situation (let its soldiers do their job properly and without such strict mandates)
To U.S. Senator Bob Dole and former British prime minister Margaret Thatcher, the peacekeepers are simply in the way. Get the UN troops out and NATO could bomb the Serbs with impunity, they argue. To Bosnia's Muslim-led government, which also wants NATO to unleash its power on the Serbs, the blue berets are useless bystanders who 

have failed to deliver them from their enemy.

-The UN forces are completely useless, and helpless as they are unable to engage these hostile forces like the NATO forces can
``Everybody is playing the United Nations for a patsy,'' said one Canadian official. ``But the problem is no one has ever known what to do about Bosnia, so we just threw the United Nations at the problem.''

-Unprepared solution to a difficult and complicated problem, soldiers were not given the proper training, support, equipment, or guidelines to effectively deal with this situation
``In order to do that, there is one principle that thou shall not violate, and that is impartiality,'' Canadian Maj.-Gen. Ray Crabbe, UNPROFOR's deputy force commander, told Maclean's last week in his Zagreb headquarters. ``Once you become partial to the conflict, you might as well go home--because it is impossible to execute peacekeeping 

functions. If you have a massive bombing campaign, you are siding with one of the parties. Once you cross that line you can't step back.''


-

For several days last week, aid convoys ground to a halt--the Serbs would not let them pass. Many of UNPROFOR's soldiers admit that they have lost faith in the mission. Once, it was UN cars that were being stolen at will by the factions. Now, peacekeepers themselves are being hijacked.


-Examples of incidents that caused frustration among soldiers on tour
On a single day, UN observers reported 132 ceasefire violations. If the region 

explodes into full-scale war again, it will be a vicious fight.

``I am not accustomed to being spat at,'' said Allan Seward, who normally serves with an RCMP detachment in Cole Harbour, N.S. ``If you do that to me at home, you've got a problem. But here, we had no authority.''

-Example of the frustrations encountered by UN personnel, even with those people that they are trying to help
The CIVPOL officers came to the Balkans expecting to patrol alongside Croatian and Serbian militias to ensure the rights of all parties were protected. They quickly learned their task was not a normal police operation. They would investigate a murder, but discover later that their findings had been ignored. They would arrest armed Croatian police who were trying to infiltrate the Turanj camp--only to see the perpetrators released by Croatian superiors. They attempted to stop ethnic expulsions, but their only weapon was the power of persuasion. When refugees began pouring in from Bihac, suddenly they were handing out blankets and delivering food to angry, frustrated people who were 

anything but grateful.
-Expectations of what types of missions that UN forces would be carrying out on their tour, and the harsh realities of the situation while in Bosnia
``The Serbs were nice to us when times were fine,'' said Roberts. ``But I had no doubt that if the order came down to kill us, they would have. They were kamikazes, and they had no respect for us.''

As for the politicians who have put their soldiers, police and civilians in the former Yugoslavia in the name of the United Nations, they have paid little heed to the risks--until the possibility that large numbers of bodies would come home in bags turned Bosnia into a domestic political problem. 

-Split between the government, those who give the orders to go, and those who are serving on the tour, soldiers and civilians, and the difference in opinion and experiences
Steele, Scott. 1995. "Defiant acts." Maclean's 108, no. 25: 38. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
By week's end, the Bosnian Serbs were still holding 144 hostages, including 12 Canadians. But another development helped to boost the morale of UN and NATO leaders, who in recent weeks have been repeatedly humiliated by the Bosnian Serbs. As sun rose on the morning of June 8, crack U.S. marine commandos staged a daring rescue of U.S. air force Capt. Scott O'Grady, missing since Serbian fighters shot down his F-16 jet in northwest Bosnia during a NATO air patrol six days earlier.

That aside, developments in the Balkans continued to frustrate and embarrass Western leaders last week. In Brussels, NATO defence ministers met to work out the details of a ``rapid-reaction force'' of about 15,000 British, French and Dutch troops, intended to bolster the United Nations' beleaguered peacekeeping operation. But the tough talk that had accompanied the announced deployment quickly evaporated when it became clear that the new force would have to operate under the existing UN mandate and command structure.

-Illustrates that current mandates set up by the UN for the soldiers to follow are too restricting and it doesn’t allow them to do their job, thus it deterred any additional soldiers from being deployed as it would not improve the situation
The current crisis began three weeks ago when 377 UN soldiers were captured by Bosnian Serbs in retaliation for NATO air strikes.

-This type of aggressive act would usually be countered by another aggressive act of retaliation, however the UN will not allow its soldiers to react and do what they are trained to do (even if it is to defend themselves)
``It is not a fighting force.'' Still, some observers, including several high-ranking Russian officials, have expressed concern that the force will further blur the lines between ``peacekeeping'' and ``peace enforcement''--thereby threatening UN neutrality in the region.

-The lack of clear instructions between what the soldiers are and aren’t allowed to do, either they are peace keeping or peace making, makes their roles very difficult to fill and do “properly” and by regulation
Of the 12 Canadians still held hostage by the Bosnian Serbs, 11 are peacekeepers and one, Capt. Patrick Rechner of Calgary, is a UN monitor. Rechner has been held since May 26, when he was captured and chained to a post at an ammunition dump near Pale, headquarters of the Bosnian Serb army.


-Example of the humiliation and frustration of UN soldiers
Beiser, Vince. 1994. "Convoys of hope." Maclean's 107, no. 14: 30. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
The worst moments, he and other drivers agreed, are when they find themselves 

unable to do their jobs. The ICRC has had to suspend all convoys several times 

when conditions were judged too dangerous. The most recent case was in February, 

when the Western powers, including Canada, threatened air strikes against the 

Serb forces encircling Sarajevo.

``I had to bring back a whole truck full of shoes from Gorazde 

because the Serbs wouldn't let us through,'' said Gino Connolly, 29, a former 

Canadian Forces corporal from Lac St-Jean, Que., who arrived in September. 

``They said they were for the Muslim military, not civilians. It's crazy.''

-The frustration created from the environment in which the UN, in this case the Red Cross, work in while trying to help these people
``I'll be clicking my heels together when I go home,'' said 

MacDonald. ``Being here really makes you appreciate Canada.''

Laver, Ross. 1995. "The UN in chains." Maclean's 108, no. 23: 40. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
The sequence of events was as tragic as it was frustratingly predictable. Once again, Bosnian Serb fighters, in open defiance of a UN-imposed ban on the use of heavy weapons in and around the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo, took aim at civilian neighborhoods of the city, killing and wounding scores of innocent people. Once again, NATO warplanes responded by bombing selected Bosnian Serb military targets, in the vain hope that such action would pressure the Serbs into suing for peace. And once again, the Serbs retaliated by doing exactly what they had warned they would do--seizing UN peacekeeping troops at gunpoint and using them as human shields to ward off further air strikes. By week's end, two French peacekeepers were dead and hundreds of others--including an unarmed Canadian Forces captain, Patrick Rechner, 32, of Calgary--were being held hostage by a Serbian leadership whose steely resolve had again left the international community appearing powerless and humiliated.

In recent weeks, ignoring the UN ban on heavy artillery within 20 km of Sarajevo, Serb rebels have seized a total of about 200 weapons from UN collection sites near the city. Early Saturday morning, Serb units masquerading as French soldiers, and driving a stolen French armored personnel vehicle, took control of Sarajevo's strategic Vrbanja bridge without a fight.

Newly elected President Jacques Chirac, meanwhile, called an emergency meeting of NATO ambassadors in Brussels at which he urged the alliance to give UN troops ``the necessary means'' to carry out their task. Pointedly, Chirac blamed the two French fatalities on ``the ambiguity that surrounds the peacekeepers' mandate, the unsuitability of their means and the international community's lack of determination.'' Harsh words, but few if any of the 850 Canadian troops now serving in Bosnia would likely disagree.

-Frustrations and tempers rising from nations, as they are fed up with the rules and mandates set up by the UN for its troops
Caragata, Warren, and Luke Fisher. 1994. "Caught in the middle." Maclean's 107, no. 49: 30. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
Peacekeeping is rarely, if ever, a simple job, but in Bosnia the risks now seem particularly high. Said Maj.-Gen. Romeo Dallaire, deputy commander of Canadian 

Land Forces and a veteran of UN duty in Rwanda: ``If you're there with short pants and a baseball bat and the other guy's got tanks, you probably won't be perceived as being a very credible force, no matter how many UN flags you've got hanging from your shoulders.'' That, unfortunately, is the new reality for the blue helmets.
Phillips, Andrew. 1992. "Courage under fire. (Cover story)." Maclean's 105, no. 28: 26. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed July 8, 2009).
With a tiny staff, almost no firepower and a limited UN mandate, MacKenzie found his hopes of bringing relief to the city repeatedly dashed. At one point in late June, he said that he had eliminated the word “optimism” from his vocabulary.

-Helplessness and the feeling of guilt because they have the means to help but they are not allowed to intervene

MacKenzie told Maclean's that he is fully aware that many Bosnians are disappointed in what the United Nations has done so far. Many do not understand that his peacekeeping force has only a limited mandate: to secure the airport and ensure the safe delivery of relief supplies to the city. That may do little to stop the sniping and shelling that still claim lives every day in Sarajevo. Canada's chief of defence staff, Gen. John de Chastelain, told Maclean's that MacKenzie was not equipped to operate beyond the peacekeepers' constraints: ``If the aim of the operation was to get both sides in Bosnia-Herzegovina to stop fighting, and use force to do it, it could take thousands of troops and large numbers of heavy weapons and aircraft.''
-The UN troops were put into an operation with mandates that allowed them to land, secure the area, and distribute food and humanitarian supplies that’s about it

-It allows them to basically bring medical supplies to the wounded, but not 
they are not allowed to stop the attacks and are forced to watch on the side

``They got 1,800 signatures of people who want to try me as a war criminal because they are dying in shelling and fighting, and who else are they going to turn to, to stop that, if not the UN?'' He added: ``We are a victim, if you want to call it that, of the limitations of our mandate -- something every UN force is used to. It lacks a bit of impact if you respond that you don't have the legal authority to get involved.''

-Example of the frustration and helplessness felt by the UN soldiers

