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The Soldier’s Role and that of Canada

 Just as the front lines that women were not allowed to fight on are no longer there, the traditional role of the soldier is changing too. They are still trained to fight and trained to die but are also now trained to look beyond the end of their rifle and take on roles that would have, at one time, been reserves for others after the soldiers left. ( Also the theme of Warriors)

Soldiers who, at one time, saw their job as protecting Canadians interests and Canadian people are now facing protecting others. Despite the lament of some in the Canadian public who say we are peacekeepers not soldiers, is this not an extension of that? Keeping the peace in a place like Afghanistan requires making connection to the people and showing them there is a different way and is not the military now needed for that? The natural consequence of such when one is attempting to go up against the likes of the Taliban is casualties. Is not the Canadian public getting exactly what they asked for?

Canada faces the reality and choice of leaving and proving the Taliban right, that they are the choice to make and no one else can be trusted or dedicating to helping the next generations see they have a choice.

· “ I don’t suppose it was the mere love of fighting that brought you here”. Remark from a Boer General to a Canadian Soldier regarding Canada's involvement in the Boer War. An example of the any enemy of our ally is our enemy. (pg 9) Thus is the same framework (NATO) under which Canada entered Afghanistan. “If one part of the empire is touched, all are hurt”
· Stronger public support. Canada must confront terrorism on its own soil lest it come to ours. ( pg 11)
· “....famous Afghanis were soon dead”  Intervention and occupation depend on the locals eventually being able to take over their existence and move on. There is a cycle of frustration and perpetuity in a place where anyone seen to be championing a new way, rights for others/women, speaking out against insurgents are assassinated with virtually no ability to prevent and/or protect. Reaching the tipping point where there are more for change than can be killed is now the goal. (pg 25)
· Vindication and relevance. The need for a light infantry was showcased with the mission to Afghanistan. Facing cuts and critics claiming they were archaic and irrelevant in the new kinds of war, Afghanistan was perfect for the infantry. (pg 87)
· Irony.  Criticized for not having the right colour CADpat. ( pg 88) The military had been facing cuts and less than enthusiastic public support resulting in less equipment etc...but when Canada deployed to Afghanistan many were quick to criticize Canada’s lack of equipment. Expecting the military to be state of the art, flexible, ready to go and able to outfit entire deployments with no funding.
· “Testosterone fueled”.  General Hillier is seen as an American Style general because he advocates a more offensive role for Canada than the traditional “peacekeeper” image Canadians are more comfortable with. He speaks his mind and reminds the public that it is soldiers that have given society the freedoms it has, ( pg 104) He reflects the mentality of allowing the soldier to do his job and “keep” the peace rather than standing by and not interfering as what was told about in Bosnia (The Sharp End)

· “This is the real thing and this is what I’ve been training for”  Soldiers realize they are in a different role and there will be Canadian losses but get down to the business of being soldiers. They want to do their job and do it well. ( pg 108)

· “To much of the world, the Afghan mission is discretionary. a sideshow”  The added stress of the rest of the world not stepping up and the US, Canada and Britain bearing the majority of casualties. 
· The infidel comes to Afghanistan to suppress Islam” ( pg 161)  Information Operations (IO) are a huge part of the soldier’s world now. The Taliban and insurgents are gifted at propaganda and keeping the uneducated and ignorant exactly as they want them. To counter the Taliban, the Soldiers now must view their actions and message from a strategic view and show openly what they are doing and how it is helping not harming. Having embedded reporters is a blessing and a curse as they can give a first hand testimony of war but then recording what goes on is even more important to sadly, have to counter the exaggerations/ omissions and distortions written by the western media too in the name of selling papers.

· “ The future rests with the children”  (pg 149) The future is not killing all the enemy, it is educating the children to choose a different kind of leadership. They can see there is a different path than violence, anger, hatred and paranoia .

· “We want to put an ‘afghan face’ on reconstruction efforts” ( pg 148) Feeling the frustration at wanting to help out but not just give things away but work with the local government to enable afghans to work and develop themselves so they are not dependent on either the militaries or the Taliban. Frustration at the local corruption that undermines what the Forces are trying to accomplish.

