Behind Taliban Lines

Reported by: Najibullah Quraishi

“In Behind Taliban Lines, FRONTLINE provides a rare glimpse into the inner workings of the growing insurgency in Afghanistan -- a first-ever film among these militants as they travel from village to village, picking up support and weapons, imposing sharia law and collecting taxes as they open up a new battlefront in Afghanistan's northern provinces.” – Youtube description 

Notes for Behind Taliban Lines: Pt 1 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE-KMlx7lks
- “These people are corrupt sinners. God has ordered us to fight against corruption and decay in our society. And we should kill until we get rid of the rottenness.” (Commander in growing insurgency in Afghanistan) 

- For the last 9 years, fighting against Taliban has taken place in the south; Helmand and Kandahar

- New battle front in north; Kunduz and Baglan

- “What do you think is stronger, Russia or America?” 
“Russia was stronger. And they were defeated.” (Hezb-e-Islami fighter, Araf)

- “I’ll carry my weapon as long as the Americans are here. It will stay on my shoulder until the non-believers go home. Then I’ll put down my weapon. I can’t give up my weapon without that.” (18 year old Faisal)

- “I don’t want my gun to jam when fighting the non-believers.” (Fedahi, a fighter)

- “Jihad has become a duty for all the Afghan nation, because the foreign and non-believer countries have attacked us. They’re getting rid of our religious and cultural values. They’ve increased obscenity, and want to force Western democracy on our country.” (Commander Mirwice – Leader of the Northern Battle Front)

- Insurgents claim to control over 1000 villages. Kabul government only has power only near the main towns. Villagers pay their taxes directly to insurgents. 
- Some have formed militia groups of their own to support the insurgents.

- “We’re doing Jihad because non-believers came into our country, the Americans.” 

- “What will happen if the Americans leave?” “We’ll sit back and give up our weapons.” 


Notes for Behind Taliban Lines: Pt 2 ttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0LLEV7yVBw&feature=related 

- It’s not hard for men of the Central Group to acquire weapons. During years the Afghans resisted the Russians, many buried guns, shells and ammunition which they’ve saved, and now turn over to the insurgents. The weapons can be decades old.

- Villagers feed the fighters

- “We have secret routes because of the enemy.” (Cdr Mirwice)

- “Does the government have any control here?” “The government’s here, but can do nothing.” (Cdr Mirwice) 

- Their mission is to plant roadside bombs on the highway through the north, that has become increasingly important to the US and NATO.

- Apart from the commanders, the most important members of each section are the bomb makers.

- “Even American technology can’t figure out the things we make. They don’t understand it. It goes over their heads. That is it. We send them to hell.” (Man from Ozbeckastsan)

- “After we’ve placed the explosives, we’ll go and wait for the enemy’s vehicles. We’ll set the remotes, and wait till the enemy’s vehicles are blown up.” 

Notes for Behind Taliban Lines: Pt 3 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlcsKY9vh-o&feature=watch_response 

- The Taliban have cell phones…

- “For God’s sake, you’re caring about your lives too much.” (Phone call from base)

- “Our leaders say not to move from here. Even if there’s bright sun, we must stay here and do our job. He said to carry on with blocking the road, and not to go back unless the job’s done.” (Araf)

- Insurgents plan on hitting American vehicle; however a group of villagers appear right where they planted the roadside bombs. They miss the American transport. They try to hit the Afghan police jeep instead. Remote detonator fails. Someone fires grenade. Police shoot back. No roadside bombs exploded. The police got away. 
Notes for Behind Taliban Lines: Pt 4 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ3ajQ9aEQM&feature=related 
-  It is well known that the Taliban are partly funded by drug money

- “You’re a spy. We have to behead you.” (Cdr Mirwice said to Najibullah Quraishi)

- Najibullah left his mission early. Left 9th day out of 14.

-  Najbullah found local police. Police man assured the area was safe (the area where Najibullah spent with the insurgents). 

- Local police was outrun, 8 police men killed. Najbullah says it was the work of the central group. 

